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FOREWORD 


The purpose of this little book is to give a 
clear, concise yet comprehensive statement 
on the subject of stewardship as it is taught 
in the Bible and as it was practiced in Old 
and New Testament times. 


It is hoped that the book will help readers 
to. understand, accept, and apply these 
teachings in their own lives thereby greatly 
increasing their happiness and Christian 
usefulness. 


It is further hoped that the book will be 
found suitable for study classes, suggestive 
for series of stewardship addresses, and for 
pastors in the indoctrination of their people 
in one of the most glorious doctrines of the 
Bible. 


No attempt is made to be exhaustive in 
treatment, or to discuss delicate shades of 
meaning, or to settle questions of casuistry, 
or to solve intricate problems of adjustment. 
The book is written for the average reader 
who wants to know and do the will of God; 
it is wholly practical in its purpose. 


While the larger stewardship involving 
all of life, personality and powers, as well as 
possessions, is fully recognized, this study 
has to do mainly with the stewardship of 
possessions. This is the sore spot that needs 
attention. If one is a good steward in 
money matters one is likely to be a good 
steward in other matters. 


For the sake of brevity, few scripture ref- 
erences are given in some places where 
many could be cited. For the same reason 
few quotations from or references to other 
books are included, and many pertinent ex- 
periences and concrete illustrations gath- 
ered over a ministry of many years have 
been reluctantly left out. 


For reference and further study the read- 
er is referred to the Bible itself and to the 
annotated list of books and tracts printed in 
the Appendix. 


Constructive criticisms will be gratefully 
received. | 


J. E. D. 


INTRODUCTION 


The subject of stewardship is of immedi- 
ate, lasting, and surpassing importance. 


Money is the acid test. Men, institutions, 
and nations may be judged by their atti- 
tudes toward money and the things money 
can buy: Do they exist merely to get or 
mainly to give; is their primary concern 
the accumulation and hoarding of the good 
things of life or is it their just distribution? 
Do they put God or mammon first? 


There is something of even greater im- 
portance than money: there is life itself. It 
is far more important to live right than it 
is to make a living. We do not have to live, 
but if we do live, we must live right. We 
have only one life, how shall we live it? How 
are we using our time, talents, opportunities, 
and experiences? The Apostle Peter speaks 
of an “untoward generation,” that is, one 
that is pointless and aimless. Where are we 
headed? What are our supreme loyalties? 
Whom do we follow? What ideals do we 
cherish? These and other similar questions 
involve stewardship. We need to patiently, 
prayerfully, practically consider them. 


OUR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Think of our young people. There is no 
more important matter than the training of 
the youth of our land. The hope of the — 
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world is with them. ‘They need to have 
right attitudes toward life and property. 
They need the Christian philosophy. A 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of things he may possess (Luke 12:15). Suc- 
cess should not be measured by how much 
one has accumulated, but by how much 
good one has done. Gifts must prove their 
use. Beware of the dangers and deceitful- 
ness of riches; be on your guard against the 
cancer of covetousness. The word “miser”’ 
is closely akin to the word miserable. Not 
all miserable people are misers, but all mi- 
sers are miserable. Recall King Midas, Silas | 
Marner, and Scrooge; think of the tragic 
blunders of Achan, Dives, the Rich Young 
Ruler and the Rich Fool. We will be ren- 
dering an inestimable service to our young 
people if we can enlist them in the study and 
practice of Bible stewardship. 


OUR CHURCHES 


There is great need of stewardship study 
- in our churches. Comparatively few of our 
members are regular in attendance, faithful 
in service or liberal in contributions. The 
vast majority fail to take their religious obli- 
gations seriously. A proper understanding 
of Bible stewardship would remedy this sit- 
uation to the joy and benefit of both church 
and individual member. 


If we realize that all we have and are is a 
trust from God then certainly we will rejoice 
in the privilege of using it for him and in his 
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church. For example: he gave me my life. 
therefore, I must consecrate it to him. .He 
gave me my time, I must use it according to 
his will. He gave me my voice, so I must 
sing for my King. He enables me to earn 
- money, then J must give my silver and gold 
to advance his cause. All I am and have > 
must be used for God because I am his. I 
am created, protected, supported, redeemed 
by him; and I have given myself to him. I 
can’t be true and loyal to my Savior and | 
neglect his church or his program. The 
practice of Bible stewardship would certain- 
ly solve the most difficult problems in our 
churches. 


OUR WORLD SITUATION 


The world situation’ today calls for a 
study of the stewardship of nations as well 
as the stewardship of churches and individ- 
uals. We need a new evaluation of things in 
their relation to persons. A proper recogni- 
tion and acceptance of the principles of. 
stewardship by the great nations would 
make wars unnecessary if not impossible. 


The earth is the Lord’s. He has never giv- 
en any man or nation a quit-claim ceed to 
any part of it. God made of one blood all the 
nations. It is foolish to speak of one branch 
of the human family as supreme or superior. 
God intended his world for all his people. 
No individual or group of individuals, no 
nation er group of nations has the right of 
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preemption; all God’s people should enjoy 
. and exercise the right to life, liberty, and 
- the pursuit of happiness. If these facts were 


recognized and acted upon there would be 
land, food, raiment and shelter sufficient for - 
all. Wars are wicked and foolish. If nations 
‘and individuals were good stewards, the 
causes of war would be removed and famine, 
plague, and physical want would cease. 


Alas, some nations do not recognize God. 
much less acknowledge their own steward- 
ship; they do not realize that the Gospel 
has national and racial applications. The 
Ten Commandments, Beatitudes, and Gold- 
en Rule are as applicable to nations as they 
are to individuals. Jesus commanded us to 
make disciples of all the nations, but we 
haven’t done it. The world will never find 
permanent peace with justice and prosper- 
ity until it heeds the will of Christ. It is 
true for all persons and people that “in His 
will is our peace.” 


OUR DENOMINATION 


But how is the will of Christ ever to be 
- made known to the world save as his people 
_ preach and teach and live the gospel? Christ 

Jesus came for all, he loved all. he died for. 
all, he told us to carry the message to all. 
The centuries have come and gone and still 
the work is poorly and only partly done. 
What is the reason? Is there anything 
wrong with the message? Wherever it has 
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been tried it has worked. Are the doors 
closed? The nations have opened wide 
their doors and even now in spite of war and 
woe many of them bid the missionaries wel- 
come. Can’t we find the men and women 
willing to make the sacrifice and go? Yes, 
a few years ago fifteen thousand of the fin-_ 
est Baptist young people in the world vol- 
unteered to go. Well, why didn’t they go? 


The answer to this last question is most 
painful. Southern Baptists in spite of their 
opportunities, in spite of their ability, in 
spite of their promises failed to provide the 
means. Our mission offerings actually fell 
off to such an extent that we had to cut all 
budgets. For several years we could send 
out no new missionaries, we had to keep at 
home those who returned upon furlough; 
we closed schools, hospitals, orphanages 
and preaching stations. And in addition 
to all this we actually accumulated a debt 
upon our Southwide agencies-of more than 


$6,000,000. 


Thank God, this debt is now paid. Our 
offerings are somewhat larger than they 
were but they still are pitifully small. The 
average offering of Southern Baptists in 
1945 for all missions and benevolences was 
only $3.83. Think of it; only one cent a day 
to give the whole gospel to the whole 
world!! 


Is it because we are so poor that we do so 
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little? Are Southern Baptists so much 
_ poorer than people of other denominations? 


According to published reports of mission 
contributions in 1945 the Evangelicals gave 
$7.66 per capita; the United Presbyterians 
gave $10.84; the Ohio Friends gave $15.10; 
while we Southern Baptists gave only $3.83. 
We ought to do better. We must not be at 
the top of the list in numbers and at the bot- 
tom in per capita gifts to missions. What 
is the real reason Southern Baptists give so 
— little to the Lord’s work? 


THE WAY OUT 


We may think of the lack of a trained and 
co-operative leadership, or our uninformed 
membership due to absentee pastors and 
part-time services, or the looseness of our 
denominational organization; but certainly 
back of all is the lack of the systematic 
teaching of the Bible doctrine of steward- 
ship. 


Southern Baptists have not majored on 
Stewardship. We have laid great stress on 
salvation by grace and the freedom of the 
individual and the voluntary principle in. 


-. giving—and all of that is right. But we 


need to realize aiso that we are stewards of 
the manifold grace of God. God is hoiding 
us responsible for how we administer the 
trust he has committed to us. Ii we South- 
ern Baptists would take our task seriously 
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_and tithe our income for one year and use it 
for the Lord’s work we could redeem this 
situation and make a great stride forward in 
winning the world to Christ. 


Southern Baptists need to major upon 
stewardship. We need not less evangelism, 
we need more; but we need an evangelism 
that results in stewardship. Any other kind 
is unscriptural, incomplete, and unsatisfac- 
tory. Then we need a stewardship which 
in turn provides more men and means for a 
‘greater evangelism. Stewardship should 
begin in evangelism; evangelism should end 
in stewardship. The two should be one and 
inseparable. 


“Make disciples and teach them.”—Jesus 
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- CHAPTER I 
THE MEANING AND PRINCIPLES OF 
STEWARDSHIP 


“Understandest thou what thou 
readest ?”’ Acts 8:30 


“Say, can’t you cut the stew out of stew- 
ardship? Or maybe you could find some 
other word to use in its place. That word 
just knocks me cold. It makes me think of 
a pigsty, or a flunky. You know the origin 
of the word, don’t you? Look it up.” 


_ He was a scholarly preacher and a broth- 

er beloved, but he seemed a bit out of hu- 
mor. I had just told him that I was trying . 
to write a little book on stewardship. 


THE WORD ITSELF 


Others have expressed similar feelings. 
One suggested the word “trusteeship.” 
Others have suggested “administration,” 
“superintendence,” “discipleship,” “partner- 
ship;’ but each of these words has limita- 
tions and associations that unfit it for ex- 
pressing the full biblical meaning of stew- 
ardship. 


“What is the objection to the word?” I 
asked. “Why, its origin: it comes from two 
words which together mean ‘keeper of the 
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pigsty, and then it is associated in our 
minds with hirelings and flunkies.” 


Perhaps so. But there are a lot of good 
words that had very humble beginnings. 
For example: our word “lady.” We are 
told that originally it meant “loaf-giver” - 
or “cook.” But this word has a very differ- 
ent meaning and connotation today. So 
with the word stewardship. 


We may or may not agree with our critics 
and the lexicographers who say that the 
word “steward” had such a humble and 
smelly origin. One thing is certain, it has a 
noble history and it is a good word now. 
As a matter of fact, authorities are not all 
agreed about the ancestral meaning of this 
word. 


THE USE OF THE WORD 


One great authority questions the lowly 
origin of this word. He thinks it came from 
the French by way of the Anglo Saxon and 
that it originally meant keeper of the house. 


If that be true, then the original steward 
must have been a man of honor and respon- 
- sibility. Anyway, the word in time came to 
_be used to designate the manager of an es- 
tate; one in control of domestic affairs; the 
member of a college who presided at the ta- 
ble; the head servant who catered and con- 
trolled other servants; an officer in a royal 
household; one who transacted financial 
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and legal business; one who held court in the 
absence of the lord; the lord steward of the 
_king’s household. The office reaches its ul- 
timate in the Lord High Steward who pre- 
sides at the coronation of the king. 


So then we see that the word comes to 
have high meanings and associations. It is 
not to be despised however humble its ori- 
gin may have been. We are not to think of 
a steward as a slave, or a hireling, or a flun- 
kie, but rather as one holding a position of 
trust and honor, one who enjoys the con- 
fidence and friendship of his master while 
he faithfully administers the trust commit- 
ted to him. The faithful steward receives 
high commendation from our Master: “En- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord” (Matt. 
PS ly 05) 


THE WORD IN THE BIBLE 


The word steward or stewardship is 
found some twenty-two times in our King 
James Version; it is used to translate sever- 
al Hebrew and Greek words. Here are the 
references with the literal meanings in pa- 
rentheses: 


1. “Abram said, Lord God what will 
thou give me, seeing J go childless, and the 
steward (son of acquisition) of my house is 
this Eliezer” (Gen. 15:2). 

2. “And they came near to the steward 
(one over a house) of Joseph’s house” 
(Gen. 43:19). 
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3. The same word is translated in verse 
16 by the word “ruler.” 


4. He commanded the steward (one over 
a house) of his house (Gen. 44:1). 

5. “Joseph said unto his steward (one 
over a house) up, follow after the men” 
(Gen. 44:4). 


6. “He was in Tirzah drinking himself 
_ drunk in the house of Arza steward (which 
is over) of his house in Tirzah” (1 Kings 


16:9). 


7. “David assembled all the princes... 
and the stewards (heads, chiefs, captains) 
over all the substance and possession of the 
king’ (1 Chron. 28:1). 


8. In Daniel 1:11 the English word 
“steward” is not found in the text but it is 
in the margin. This reference clearly 
shows the authority of the steward over 
others. | 


°9. “The lord of the vineyard saith unto 
his steward (one to whom a thing is com- 
mitted) call the laborers’ (Matt. 20:8). 

10. “Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s 
steward” (one to whom a thing is commit- 
ted) (Luke 8:3). 

11. “Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward (house manager), whom the lord 
shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them their portion of meat in due season” 
(Luke 12:42)? 
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12-18. “There was a certain rich man, 
which had a steward (house manager) ; and 
the same was accused unto him that he had 
wasted his goods. 


“And he called him, and said unto him, 
how is it that I hear this of thee? Give an 
account of thy stewardship (house manage- 
nient) ; for thou mayest be no longer stew- 
ard (house manager). 

“Then the steward (house manager) said 
within himself, what shall I do? for my lord 
taketh away from me the stewardship 
(house management): I cannot dig; to beg 
I am ashamed. 

“IT am resolved what to do, that, when I 
am put out of the stewardship (house man- 
agement), they may receive me into their 
houses . 

“And the lord commended the un ‘st 
steward (house manager)...” (Luke 16: {-4, 
8). 

19. “Let a man so account of us, as of the 
nunisters of Christ, and stewards (house 
managers) of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 
4:1). 

20. “Moreover it is required in stewards 
(house managers) that a man be found 
faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2). 

21. “A bishop must be blameless, as the 
— (house manager) of God” (Titus 
i). | 

22. “As every man hath received the gift, 
even so minister the same one to another, as 
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good stewards (house managers) of the 
manifold grace of God” (1 Pet. 4:10). 


THE MEANING OF STEWARDSHIP 


From a careful study of these words 
“steward and stewardship” in their connec- 
tions it will be seen that in every case the 
steward was one who handled the property 
or administered the affairs of another. The 
position was one of honor, trust, and re-. 
sponsibility. 

Upon further investigation it will be found 
that while the words “steward and steward- 
ship” themselves may not be used, the 
things for which these words stand are 
found or taken for granted all through the 
Scriptures. For example stewardship is 
clearly implied in Matthew 18:23, 25; 19:16- 
22; 21 :33-41 ; 24:45; 25 :31-46; Luke 12:16-21; 
13:6-9; 19:11-27. 

It would be illuminating and profitable to 
study the character and services of certain 
outstanding stewards such as Enoch who 
walked with God; Abraham the father of 
the faithful; Joseph the man of poise, pur- 
ity, and piety; Job who feared God for 
naught; Daniel the faithful steward at a 
heathen_king’s court; Paul whose passion 
was Christ; and Jesus who cried “Not my 
will but thine be done.” 

From this study we may formulate a ten- 
tative or working definition of Bible stew- 
ardship as follows: 
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Bible stewardship is the acknowledgment 
of God’s ownership, the acceptance of our 
_ trusteeship of life and possessions, and the 
administration of the same according to the 

will of God. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF BIBLE 
STEWARDSHIP 


In the light of the meaning of the words 
used and the definite Scripture statements 
made and the examples of stewards given in 
both Old and New Testaments we may state 
the principles of Bible stewardship as fol- 
lows: 

1. God is the creator, owner, upholder, and 
giver of all things. 

“In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). | 

“The Word was God... all things were 
made by him” (John 1:1, 3). 

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fv 2ess 
thereof; the world and they that dwell 
therein” (Ps. 24:1). 

_ ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine, 
saith the Lord of hosts” (Hag. 2:8). 

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is 
from above and cometh down trom the Fa- 
ther” (Jas. 1:17). 

(See also Gen. 1:7, 27, 28; 2:1-3; Col. Li16; 
Mark 10:6; Ps. 50: 10: Ps. 89: 11, 12; Deut. 
8:18). 

2. Man is a steward; all he is and has is a 
trust from God. 
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“God created man... male and female 
created he them... and God said have do- 
minion” (Gen. 1:27, 28). 

“All things come of thee, and of thine own 
have we given thee” (Chron. 29:14). 

“Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: 
for it is he that giveth thee power to get 
wealth” (Deut. 8:18). 

“Know ye not that your body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
for ye are bought with a price” (1 Cor. 6:19, 
20). : 

(See also 1 Chron. 29:10-14; Ps. 8:3-8; 
Rom. 14:7,8; Acts 14:15-17; Phil. 4:19; Luke 
12:20). 

3. Man’s stewardship must be acknowl- 
edged. This should be done by setting apart 
a portion of income for the extension of the 

Kingdom of God. 

“The first of the first fruits of thy land 
thou shall bring into the house of the Lord 
thy God” (Ex. 23:19). 

“The tithe of the land, whether of the 
seed of the land, or the fruits of the tree is 
the Lord’s; it is holy unto the Lord... and 
concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the 
flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the 
- rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the Lord” 
(Lev. 27:30, 32). 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the store 
house” (Mal. 3:10). 

“Upon the first day of the week let every- 
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one of you lay by him in store” (1 Cor. 16: 
Zz). 

(See also Deut. 14:22; 26:2; Ps. 96:8; 
Matt. 22:21; Gen. 14:20; Matt. 23:23.) 

4. Man must give an account unto God. 
This account of his stewardship must in- 
clude all of life and possessions. 

“The Lord God called unto Adam and 
said unto him, where art thou? Hast thou 
eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee © 
that thou shouldest not eat?’ (Gen. 3:9, 
BL. | 

“God shall bring every work into judg- 
ment” (Ecc. 12:14). 

“Give an account of thy stewardship” 
(Luke 1652). 

“Every one of us shall give account of | 
himself to God” (Rom. 14:72). 

(See also Matt. 24:45-51; 25:14, 19; Luke 
12:42-48; Luke 19:15; 1 Cor. 4:2; 9: 17). 


A PERTINENT STORY 


I am indebted to Dr. C. H. Bolton, a good 
pastor in Miami, Florida, for the following 
story: 

“A fine young man was given a diploma 
and the degree of Bachelor of Arts at a re- 
cent commencement at Stetson University. 
It was most note-worthy because the young | 
man was totally blind, yet he had been 
present and punctual at all classes and had 
made high marks in all his studies. 

One, yes the main thing that had enabled 
this student to achieve his success was his 
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little dog, Katie. She had been eyes for her 
master, she had led him safely along the 
streets, through the traffic jams and into 
the class rooms. She lay at his feet during 
class and lecture periods and was ever alert 
and ready to resume her task. 

The university president having conferred 
the A.B. degree upon the student said, 
“Now we are going to do something un- 
usual. We are going to confer a new de- 
gree.” Then addressing the little dog and 
with a tiny roll of white paper in hand he 
said: “Katie, I am presenting to you a di- 
ploma for exemplary conduct and confer- 
ring upon you the degree of ‘C.F.’, that is, 
Canine Fidelity.” 

It is required in stewards that a man be 

found faithful. 
QUESTIONS FOR RESEARCH AND 
DISCUSSION 

1. What is meant by Bible stewardship? 

2. Give four principles of stewardship. 

3. What qualifications should a steward 
have? 

4. What is the difference between stew- 
ardship and tithing? 7 

5. Make a study of one Old Testament — 
steward noting his character, beliefs and 
deeds (suggest Abraham, Joseph, Job or 
Daniel). 

6. Make a study of the history and use of 
the word steward outside the Bible and 
compare this with the use of the word in 

Luke 16:1-12, 
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CHAPTER II 


THE PRACTICE OF STEWARDSHIP IN OLD 
TESTAMENT TIMES 


“Whatsoever things were written aforetime — 
were written for our learning.”’ Rom. 15:4. 


“What are you going to do?” A home 
guard was being formed in a certain village 
-in Ireland. A stranger asked one of the vol- 
unteers this question: 

“What are you men of the home guard 
going to do?” 

“Why, we are going to get guns pretty 
soon,’ replied Patrick. 

“And then what are you going to do?” 

“Well then we expect to get some uni- 
forms, too.” 


“And then what?” persisted the ques- 
tioner. 


“Why then we are going to drill.” 

“Well, what then?” still persisted the 
questioner. 
“Why, I guess we will get otr pictures 
took.” 


What is the object of all this inquiry and 
Bible research about stewardship? Is it 
merely to satisfy a curiosity or to increase 
our information about the long ago? In- 
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deed not. It is to find out God’s will fur us 
and to so adjust our lives as to merit his ap- 
proval. It is to help us be a blessing to 
others and to have the approval of a good 
conscience. The purpose is purely practi- 
cal. The things which have been recorded 
in the holy Scriptures are for our instruction 
and admonition. A belief and a practice as 
general and as old as the one we are study- 
ing must certainly be of great importance. 
We do well to study it somewhat in detail. 


PAGAN STEWARDSHIP 


By pagan stewardship we mean the rec- 
ognition and expression of stewardship as 
practiced by people either ancient or mod- 
ern who do not possess and are ignorant of 
our Bible. We find among such peoples the 
belief in and-the recognition of higher pow- 
ers; these are thought to own the land and 
all it produces, to control the forces of na- 
ture, to send the sunshine and the showers, 
to give life and health and all things. We 
find these people offering sacrifices, reciting 
liturgies and prayers either to express 
thanks to their gods or to secure their favor 
or to appease their wrath and so ward off 
disease and disaster. 


From very early times and among many 
ancient peoples there was the custom of of- 
fering a tenth to the Deity as his due and as 
an expression of thanks. This custom was 
well-nigh universal in antiquity. There are 
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records of its observance in Babylon and in 
Egypt hundreds of years before Christ. We 
also find it in early times among the Phoe- 
nicians, Persians, Carthaginians, Greeks, 
Romans, Samothracians, Chinese, Silicians, 
Gauls, Britons, and others. 


In South Arabia tithes were used for the 
erection of sacred monuments; in Greece 
and Rome tithes were paid to temples on 
special occasions; in some cases tithes were 
used to make sacred images or vessels. 
Heroditus tells us that Cyrus, on the advice 
of Croesus, had his soldiers devote a tenth 
of their booty to Zeus. (This reminds us 
of Abraham on his return from rescuing 
Lot). 


The following quotations are typical and 
conclusive: 


W. O. E. Oesterley says: the institution 
of offering tithes ... dates back to a period 
greatly ant. ior to Israelite history. A 
tenth of the flock, fruits, and possessions of 
all kinds, as well as the spoils of war, was 
given to their gods by many peoples, not 
only of Semitic, but also of Indo-Germanic 
race.* 


“Tt was an almost universal practice 
among civilized nations for people to pay 
tithes to their gods” (Lansdell—The Tithe, 
p. 7). 





“Hastings Bible Dictionary, page 940. 
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“A tenth of the year’s expenditures was 
for sacrifices” (Li Ki Book ITI, Sect. 27, Ch. 
IT). 

“The tithe was a Babylonian institution 
paid to the temple” (A. W. Sayce of Ox- 
ford). 

“The Arabians and Ethiopians paid their 
tithes to the God Sabis” (Pliny). See Hast- 
ings Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics, 

XII, pp. 347-351; Encyclopaedia Britannica 
in Loco for list of authorities. 

Here is a pertinent question for us: If 
even the pagan peoples without our Bible 
and without a knowledge of our God—if 
they felt that they should express their grat- 
itude for blessings received by giving tithes 
unto their gods, how much more should we? 


PATRIARCHAL STEWARDSHIP 


_ The most impressive thing about the Old. 
Testament patriarchs is the fact that they 
put their religion first. You will recall the 
altar erected by Abel and the acceptable sac- 
rifice he offered unto God (Gen. 4:4). The 
Septuagint or Greek version of the Old Tes- 
tament (made about 300 B. C.) tells us that 
Cain “did not rightly divide” his offering. 
The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
evidently had this version before him when 
he declared that “Abel offered unto God a 
more excellent (abundant) sacrifice than 
Cain” (Heb. 11:3). The proper proportion 
or tithe seems to have been known even at_ 
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that early day. Enoch walked with God 
(Gen. 5:24); Noah is called a just man who 
~ walked with God. He not only built an ark 
for the saving of the people from the flood, 
but when the flood was over the first thing 
he did after coming upon dry land was to 
build an altar and offer sacrifices which 
were acceptable unto God (Gen. 6:9; 8:20). 


Abraham left all and followed where God 
led. When he came into Canaan the first 
thing he did was to build an altar and call 
upon the name of the Lord. This was his 
custom as he journeyed from place to place. 
When he won “the Battle of the Kings” 
and rescued Lot, he went to Salem and gave 
tithes of all to Melchizedek, the priest of 
God most high (Gen. 12:7, 8; 14:18-20). 
Isaac followed in the footsteps of his right- 
eous rather (Gen. 26:25). 


Jacob v hose life and conduct at first were 
most repfehensible was convicted of his 
sins, repented of them, built altars and be- 
came a tither (Gen. 28 :20-22 * Olio. oc, 
10;:33:20; 35:3, 7, 14). All these Old Testa- 
ment patriarchs believed they were pilgrims 
and. stewards; they gave practical expres- 
sion to their stewardship. They set good 


examples to their children and to us. 


The question forces itself upon us: If 
these Old Testament patriarchs who were 
strangers and pilgrims in the earth, without 
our Bible, our Christ, our opportunities—if 
they acknowledged their stewardship and 
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expressed their gratitude to God by tithes 
and offerings as well as by living godly, 
helpful lives, what ought we Christians to 
do? Shame upon us if we do less than they 
did. 


THE LAW OF THE TITHE 


We have seen that the idea and practice of 
stewardship is as old as the human race, 
that even tithing was practiced in the Patri- 
archal period long before the time of Moses. 
There is therefore no point in the frequently 
heard statement that tithing was a Jewish 
law and, therefore, is not applicable to us. 


Tithing is found in the Mosaic law, but it 
was in existence long before that law was 
given. What Moses under divine guidance 
did was to take an ancient custom, stress its 
religious significance and incorporate it in 
the law for the observance of the Hebrew 
people. Individuals, families, and tribes had 
observed it before; now it becomes a part of 
the national Jewish religious system. __ 


When the twelve tribes were on their way 
to the promised land, the Ten Command- 
ments were given. Stewardship is involved 
or implied in five of the ten: (1) “Thou shalt 
have no other gods before me.” (2)“Thou 
' shalt not make unto thee any graven image > 
... Thou shalt not bow down to them, nor 
serve them.” (3) “Remember the sabbath 
day, to keep it holy.” (4) “Thou shalt not 
steal.” (5) “Thou shalt not covet.” 
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During the days of Moses the nation was 
organized on the tribal basis. Religious 
worship and sacrifice headed up in the tab- 
ernacle. The tribe of Levi was charged 
with the responsibility of promoting this 
worship and caring for the tabernacle 
(Num. 1:50). Aaron and his sons were 
made priests to minister at the altar (Ex. 
29:44, 45). 


When the Hebrews settled in Canaan the 
same general plan was observed. The Le- 
vites were not given an allotment of land as 
were the other tribes, but were given certain 
- cities and charged with the duty of looking 
after the social, educational, and religious 
interests of the people. The priests, descen- 
dants of Aaron ministered at the altars 
(Later the two groups were merged). 


To provide for the maintenance of this 
work anew worship; and for the support of 
those in charge of it the people were expect- 
ed and required to bring their tithes and of- 
ferings. They brought the firstlings of 
their flocks and herds, and the first fruits of 
their fields and gardens. The words “first 
fruits” and “tithes” were sometimes used 
interchangeably implying that the amount 
of first fruits was understood to mean a 
tenth. 


The law of the tithe is expressly and em- 
phatically stated as follows: 
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JEHOVAH’S TITHE 


“All the tithe of the land, whether of the 
seed of the land, or the fruit of the tree is 
the Lord’s: it is holy unto the Lord, and ifa 
man will at all redeem ought of his tithes, 
he shall add thereto the fifth part thereof. 


‘And concerning the tithe of the herd, or 
of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth un- 
der the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the 
Lord. He shall search whether it be good 
or bad, neither shall he change it; and if he 
change it at all, then both it and the change 
thereof shall be holy; it shall not be re- 
deemed. 


“These are the commandments which the 
Lord commanded Moses for the children of 
Israel in Mount Sinai” (Lev. 27 :30-34). 


“Behold I have given the children of Levi 
all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance for 
their service which they serve, even the ser- 
vice of the tabernacle of the congregation... 


“The tithes of the children of Israel which 
they offer as an heave offering unto the 
Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit... — 


“Thus speak unto the Levites, and say 
unto them, when ye take of the children of 
Israel the tithes which I have given you 
from them for your inheritance, then ye 
shall offer up an heave offering of it for the 
Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe. And 
this your heave offering shall be reckoned 
unto you as though it were the corn of the 
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threshing floor and as the fulness of the 
wine press. Thus shall ye offer a heave 
offering unto the Lord of all your tithes” 
(Num. 18:21, 24, 26-28). 


The Levites shall bring up the tithe of the 
tithes unto the house of our God” (Neh. 10: 
38). 


From the above we note: 1. The tithe is 
Jehovah’s; it is holy. 2. The commandment 
to tithe was given by the Lord upon Mt. 
Sinai as were the Ten Commandments. 3. 
The tithe was to be paid to the Levites. 4. 
The Levites themselves were required to 
tithe. 


THE PESTIVAL TITHE 


“Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of 
thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year 


by yeu. 


‘And thou shalt eat before the Lord thy 
God in the place which he shall choose to 
place his name there, the tithe of thy corn, 
of thy wine, and of thine oil and the first- 
lings of thy herds and thy flocks; that thou 
mayest learn to fear the Lord thy God al- 
‘ways. 


“And if the way be too long for thee so 
that thou art not able to carry it, or if the 
place be too far from thee, which the Lord 
thy God shall choose to set his name there, 
when the Lord thy God hath blessed thee; 
then thou shalt turn it into money and bind 
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up the money in thine hand and shalt go in- 
“to the place which the Lord thy God shall 
choose... and thou shalt eat there before | 
the Lord thy God and thou shalt rejoice, 
26). and thine household” (Deut. 14:22- 
26 


It is obvious that here we have not the 
Jehovah tithe which is holy and to be given © 
to the Levites for the support of the sanctu- 
ary but a festival tithe which was to be eat- 
en by the family with great rejoicing at the 
annual feasts. 


These annual feasts were great, unifying, 
patriotic, and religious occasions to which 
the pious Jew looked with delight. He had 
the divine approval for attending and a di- 
vine injunction to provide for these meet- 
ings in advance by setting apart a special or 
festival tithe. This festival tithe provided 
for the keeping of feasts and customs that 
are no longer observed. It was therefore a 
' temporary requirement and was for the 
Jews only. 


THE CHARITY TITHE 


“At the end of three years thou shalt 
bring forth all the tithe of thine increasz the 
same year, and shall lay it up within thy 
gates. And the Levite (because he hath no 
part nor inheritance with thee) and the 
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow 
which are within thy gates shall come and 
_ shall eat and be satisfied; that the Lord thy 
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God may bless thee in all the work of thine 
hand which thou doest’” (Deut. 14:28, 29). 


THE COMPLETE TITHING SYSTEM 


The Jewish tithing system was as fol- 
lows: (1) Every Jew was required to pay 
the first or Jehovah tithe every year; (2) 
this tithe was paid to the Levites. (3) The 
Levites were required to tithe the tithes 
they themselves received (all of this was for 
the support of the sanctuary and those who 
ministered). (4) The festival tithe was set 
apart for the family observance of the great 
~ national feasts. (5) The charity tithe was 
observed every third year and was distribut- 
ed to the needy. 


From the above scriptures it appears that 
the Jehovah tithe was based upon a univer- 
sal moral principle and is of universal and 
lasting obligation while the other tithes 
were for specific, local, and temporary pur- 
poses only. 


PROPHETIC TEACHING 


People are much alike in all lands and 
ages. There isa tendency to confuse means 
and ends, and a temptation to observe the 
letter of a law while ignoring its spirit. The 
history of the Jews is typical. 

The Jews went from one extreme to an- 
other. Sometimes they neglected their 
religious obligations altogether. At other 
times they became punctilious and literalistic 
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in observing the minutia of the law, while 
neglecting or violating its spirit and pur- 
pose. It was repeatedly necessary to call 
them to repentance and_ reformation. 
Sometimes a king would do this, but more 
often it was a prophet. 


An example of the first is seen in the 
reign of Hezekiah. When Hezekiah became 
king of Judah religion was at low ebb: the 
Lord’s house was closed, delapidated, filthy, 
and forsaken; idolatry was rampant; the 
tithes and offerings were neglected. Hezeki- 
ah decided to do something about it; he be- 
gan with the priests and Levites; things 
were cleaned up, a great revival resulted. 
It is of especial interest to note that the 
aroused people brought in their offerings and 
_ their tithes. The result was a period of re- 
ligious prosperity and plenty “for the Lord 
blessed his people” (See 2 Chron. 29:3-11; 
31:5-12). | 


An example of the other extreme is vivid- 
ly portrayed by the prophet Amos. He had 
noted the punctiliousness of the people in 
observing the letter of the law of tithing 
while utterly ignoring its spirit of justice . 
and mercy. With biting and exaggerated 
sarcasm he describes the people as offering 
their annual sacrifices every day and paying 
their tithes every third day. Five warnings 
have already been given by the Almighty, 
these warnings have been ignored, swift de- 
struction impends, “therefore prepare to 
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meet thy God, O Israel” (see Amos 3:6-8; 
4:4-12). 

There were doubtless people then who 
said as many do now, “it doesn’t matter 
much whether you tithe or not just so your 
spirit is right.” As though one could be 
right in spirit and not right in conduct. The 
prophets were swift to say to such “You 
must be right both in spirit and in conduct.” 
In fact the prophets laid greater stress upon 
motive than method; both motive and meth- 
od must be right to have the approval of 
God and a good conscience. 


This position is strongly stated by the 
prophet Malachi. He accuses the people of 
shameful conduct, treacherous dealing, pro- 
faning the covenant, etc. They weary the 
Lord with their words because neither their 
hearts nor their deeds are acceptable. Judg- 
ment threatens. But there is hope; if they 
will repent of their sins the Lord will 
cleanse their hearts and enable them to offer 
acceptable sacrifices and service. Then 
they may bring their tithes and find the 
blessing. 


“Bring ye all the tithes (the whole tithe) © 
into the storehouse that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now herewith 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open 
you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 
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PHARISAIC PRACTICE | 


This closes our brief and imperfect study — 
of stewardship in the Old Testament. How- 
ever, the Old Testament Apocrypha and the 
Jewish Talmud throw much light upon the 
teaching and practice of the Pharisees be- 
fore and during New Testament times. The 
book of Tobit records the observance of the 
three tithes (Tobit 1:7, 8); the Book of Ju- 
dith gives a thrilling account of special of- 
ferings following the destruction of Holfer- 
nes (Judith 16:18, 19). See Ecclesiasticus 
35; I. Maccabees chapters 3 and 10. 


The Talmud gives full and detailed infor- 
mation concerning the thousand and one 
technicalities and trivialities of Pharisaic 
tithe-paying. It makes it perfectly clear 
why Jesus and the New Testament writers 
needed to say little about the observance of 
the tithe, but did need to caution lest the 
weightier matters of the law should be for- 
gotten while seeking to comply with the 
endless and confusing minutia of the Phar- 
isaic system. 


The Talmud says that the strict Pharisee 
paid a tithe upon what he ate, sold, or 
bought to sell again; that he should not ac- 
cept hospitality from nor extend it to a non- 
tither. He should not buy from nor sell to 
him (Demai Ch. 2, sec. 2). The Talmud 
has 102 sections on tithing.* 





*See Babbs, The Law-of the Tithe, pp. 93-95. 
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The tithing practice was in full force 
with minute and conscientious observance 
before and during the earthly life of Jesus. 


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 


Our study shows that: (1) Stewardship 
is taught throughout the Old Testament; 
it is the fundamental assumption underly- 
ing all its teaching, commands, and prom- 
ises, 


(2) Stewardship requires that all of life 
be lived according to the will of God but the 
Old Testament lays especial stress on pos- 
sessions. 


(3) Stewardship should be acknowledged 
by setting apart a tenth of one’s income 
for the support of the Lord’s work. 

(4) Tithes should be followed by offer- 
ings. 

(5) Stewardship faithfully administered 
brings blessings temporal and eternal. 


(6) There is no instance recorded where 
the payment of the tithe worked a hardship 
upon the people; on the other hand the re- 
vival of tithe paying was followed with 
prosperity and rejoicing (Neh. 10:37-39; 12: 
2/; 2 Chron. 31:5-10). 

(7) The final challenge of Bible steward- 
ship is to try it. | 


“Prove me now herewith saith the Lord 
of hosts.” 
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QUESTIONS FOR RESEARCH AND 
DISCUSSION 


1. What is the Septuagint? What light 
. does it throw upon the sacrifice made by 
Cain? 

2. What was the essential difference be- 
tween “Jehovah’s” tithe and the other tithes 
observed by the Jew? 

3. What criticism did the prophet Amos 
make of the tithing practices of Israel in his 
day? 

4, What is the teaching of Malachi con- 
cerning the tithe? 
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CHAPTER III 


THE EXAMPLE AND TEACHING OF 
CHRIST JESUS 


‘T have given you an example.” John 13:15. 
“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.” Matt. 6:33. 


Someone made this parable: A man had 
a pond; he loved the pond and every drop of ~ 
water in it; he would not let the thirsty cat- 
tle come near the pond; he would not give 
away a cupful of the water; he was envious 
of the very birds that drank from it. He 
ever wanted more and yet more water; he 
digged ditches to convey the water to his 
pond; he carried water in buckets and poured | 
it into the pond. One day as he was pour- 
ing a big bucket of water into the pond he 
slipped, fell into his pond and was drowned. 


Jesus was the keenest observer of human 
nature. He saw men being ruined for time 
and eternity because of their love of money 
and the things money would buy. They put 
_ money before men, things before life, means 
betore ends, last things before first, little | 
things before big things and Mammon be- 
fore God. Jesus set himself to correct this 
sore evil. He said more on the subject of 
money and material possessions than on any 
other one subject. He knew the need for such 
teaching. He knew the danger and deceit- 
fulness of riches. He enforced his views 
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with pointed precept and with many a par- 
able. And best of all, he lived the lessons he 
taught. 


HIS STEWARDSHIP PRACTICE 


Jesus not only taught the truth, he lived 
it. He did more than show the way; he was 
the way, the true and living way. 


The first recorded words of Jesus are an 
expression of his stewardship. The twelve 
year old lad who had been lost by the care- 
lessness of those in charge was found in the 
temple. His mother asks: “Why hast thou 
thus dealt with us?” The revealing answer 
was “Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business?” (Luke 2:49). That ex- 
presses conscious stewardship. 


When Jesus was tempted to turn stones 
into bread he resisted, saying: “Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” 
(Matt. 4:4). When Satan offered the king- 
doms of the world to Jesus if he would fall 
down and worship him, Jesus replied 
“Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and 
him only shalt thou serve”. (Matt. 4:10). | 
That is stewardship. Again he said: “Lo, I 
come to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 10:7, 9). 
When the disciples wondered that the 
weary Jesus refused to eat what they had 
- brought, he said to them: “I have meat to 
eat that ye know not of—my meat is to do 
the will of him that sent me and to finish his 
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work” (John 4:32, 34). When in Gethsem- 
‘ane he prayed for deliverance from the 
cup, he said: “Nevertheless not my will, but 
thine be done” (Luke 22:42). Jesus was the 
ideal steward. 


DID JESUS TITHE? 


“Was Jesus a Tither?”’ The Book does 
not specifically say so. But the presump- 
tion is that he was. (1) Jesus was reared in 
a pious Jewish home. The pious Jews tith- 
ed. (2) The Old Testament was the Bible of 
that day, Jesus loved and quoted this Bible. 
He believed it was God’s word and revealed 
will. The Old Testament teaches tithing. 
The presumption therefore is that Jesus 
tithed. (3) Jesus said he had not come to 
destroy the law or the prophets but to fulfil 
(Matt. 5:17). Tithing is taught in both the 
law and prophets (see Chapter II). (4) Je- 
sus said: “Except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees ye shall in no case enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven” (Matt. 5:20). The 
Scribes and Pharisees were tithers. (5) Je- 
sus rebuked the Scribes and Pharisees for 
omitting the weightier matters of the law, 
but commended them for tithing (Matt. 23: 
23; Luke 11:42). (6) Jesus taught that his 
followers should go the “second mile”, that 
is, go beyond the thing required. One can- 
not go the second mile until he has gone the 
first. Jesus certainly taught that one should 
go beyond the tithe. (7) Jesus never lowered 
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a moral standard but always raised them. 
Read again what he said in the sermon on 
the Mount on the subject of murder, adul- 
tery, oaths, etc. then ask if you think Jesus 
would be satisfied with a lower standard of 
Christian giving than the tithe. (8) The 
enemies of Jesus tried to convict him of 
breaking the law (for example, in regard to 
sabbath observance). Isn’t it strange they 
never accused him of breaking the law of the 
tithe if he did not observe it? (9) The Tal-_ 
mud forbade a strict Pharisee to sit at a ta- 
ble with one who did not tithe. Yet they sat — 
with Jesus. (10) Jesus observed and com- 
mended other requirements of the law 
(Matt. 8:4; Luke 17:14; Matt. 23:2, 3). The 
evidence seems to be ample and conclusive 
_ that Jesus not only taught and practiced the 
giving of a tithe but went far beyond it. 


SOME STEWARDSHIP PRECEPTS 


Truly, “Never man spake like this man.” 
When Jesus touched upon any subject he 
said the first word and the last. We can 
never get beyond his teaching. His words 
were simple, clear, concise, of universal. ap- 
plication and eternal duration. Recall a few 
of his precepts with reference to material | 
possessions and our duty. 

“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon 
earth” (Matt. 6:19) 
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“Where your treasure is there will your 
heart be also” (Matt. 6:21). 


“Is not the life more than meat and the 
body than raiment” (Matt. 6:25). 


“Beware of covetousness; for a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15). 


“Unto whomsoever much is given, of him 
shall much be required; and to whom men 
have committed much, of him they will ask 
the more” (Luke 12:48). . 


“Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's and to God the things that are 
God’s” (Mark 12:17). 


Make for yourselves purses which wax 
not old, where no thief draweth near neither 
moth destroyeth (Luke 12:33 A. R. V.) 

“No man can serve two masters—ye can- 
not serve God and Mammon” (Matt. 6:24). 

“All things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them: for this is the law and the prophets” 
~ (Matt. 7:12). , 

‘Freely ye received, freely give” (Matt. 
10:8). 

“It is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive” (Acts 20:35). 


“Give and it shall be given unto you” 
(Luke 6:38). 


“What shall it profit a man if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul? Or 
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what shall a man give in exchange for his © 
soul?” (Mk. 8:37). 


Certainly these precepts of our Lord are 
sufficient to show that he expects his follow- 
ers to be faithful stewards, to be prompted 
by the highest motives, and to go far be- 
yond the mere legal requirements of giving 

“as taught in the Old Testament. We find 
these Christian ideals concretely pictured 
for us in the stewardship parables. 


SOME STEWARDSHIP PARABLES 


Everybody loves a good story; it is the 
most impressive and effective way of teach- 
ing. A parable has been defined as an earth- 
ly story with a heavenly meaning. It is the 
story of something that could happen told 
to illustrate and enforce something that 
does happen. Jesus was the master maker 
and user of parables. We have some thirty 
of his major parables recorded in the gos- 
pels; at least twenty of them have definite 
stewardship teachings or implications. Let 
us recall some of them and briefly note their 
obvious teaching or implications: 


1. The Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21). This 
farmer was rich; he had the biggest harvest. 
ever; his barns were too little; he thought 
the situation over; he decided to build big- 
ger barns and keep it all; he thought he was 
secure for many years; he said to his soul 
“eat, drink and be merry.” This man never 
recognized God as owner, or thought that. 
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humanity had a claim upon him. He didn’t 
know that great possessions called for large 
liberality. He thought his immortal soul 
could be fed on “goods”. He didn’t realize 
that life itself was uncertain. He was deaf 
to the voice of God, humanity and con- 
science. He had no conception of his stew- 
ardship. He wasafool. He was condemned 
~ and lost. 


2. Dives and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). 
This rich man spent his money upon him- 
self, he wore fine clothes and feasted while 
the beggar Lazarus lay at his gate suffering 
and starving. Things were different after 
death. Dives is in torment in the next 
world because he utterly failed as a steward 
in this world. He was able to help and 
didn’t do it. How about us? 


3. The Prodigal, his father and his older 
brother (Luke 15:11-32). Three types: the 
father tries to be a faithful steward and has 
the welfare of his sons at heart; the young- 
er son wastes the goods he receives, but re- 
pents and begins over again; the older son 
is greedy, stingy, unforgiving, unlovable, 
and has no stewardship ideas whatsoever. 
Which one do we resemble? 


4. The Talents (Matt. 25:14-30). A man 
leaving home entrusts his three servants 
with certain capital to invest. Two are 
faithful, diligent and successful; the third 
did nothing with the trust committed to 
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him. The master upon his return has an ac- 
counting and rewards the two faithful ser- 
vants and punishes the unfaithful one. The 
application is obvious: God has entrusted 
us with certain capital (mental, physical or 
what not). We do not all have the same 
amount; he expects us to make good use of 
what we have and to give an account of the 
same. Are we ready to render account? 


5. The Pounds (Luke 19:11-27). A 
nobleman leaving home entrusted a pound 
to each of ten servants. Upon his return 
he had a reckoning with them and rewarded 
them according to their fidelity. In this par- 
able each one received the same amount, but 
some made better use than others. So God 
has entrusted all of us with the same gospel, 
and given us a similar experience but some 
do more with them than others. We shall 
all render account of our stewardship of the 
manifold grace of God. Are we doing our 
best? 

6. The Judgment (Matt. 25:31-46). 
Whether we shall hear the words, “ Come 
ye blessed” or ““Depart ye cursed” when we 
stand before Christ depends not upon the 
profession we have made but upon the kind 
of stewards we have been. Christ identifies 
himself with the needy and he expects us as 
his stewards to share our possessions and 
opportunities to bless a needy world. Are 
we treating Christ right? 


7. The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25- 
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37). A traveler is robbed, wounded and left 
half dead; a priest and a Levite see him but 
however sorry they may be for him they do 


_ nothing about it. A Samaritan moved with 


compassion gives him first aid, takes him to 
an inn and cares for him. Three attitudes 
toward possessions are here pictured: (1) 
That of the thieves who take by force what 
they want and can; (2) That of persons who 
feel no responsibility to help others; (3) 
That of those who use what they have to 
help others in need. These last are stew- 
ards with the Christian spirit. Which 
attitude do we assume when calls for help 
come? 


8. The Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-13). 
Five of these young women were wise and 
invested in an extra supply of oil to meet 
possible needs; five were foolish and made 
no such provision. When it was too late 
these foolish virgins tried to correct their 
blunder. It is a vivid portrayal of the 
tragedy of not investing our time, talent and 
possessions until the day of opportunity has 
passed. Think of the application of this les- 
son to individuals, churches, missions and 
world conditions today. Are we putting off 
doing the good we ought to do? What if - 
the Master should come today? 


9. The Householder (Matt. 20:1-16). 
The householder went out early to hire la- 
borers, he agreed with them for a penny a 
day, t the usual living wage. Later he found 
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others idle because no one had given them 
-work and later still others idle for the same 
reason. The householder told them all to go 
to work and assured them he would pay 
them what was right. At the close of the 
day he paid all the same wage. 


The point to be noted here is that the rea- 
son these last were paid the full penny the 
same as the first was because no one had 
hired them. Every one has a right to work, 
and every worker should be paid a living 
wage. As good stewards we should endeav- 
or to see that every laboring man is given 
a fair opportunity to work and is paid a de- 
cent wage. The laborer is worthy of his hire. 
Are we treating the laborer and the unem- 
ployed right? 


10. Wicked Husbandmen (Matt. 21 :33- 
42). A householder let out his vineyard to 
husbandmen and went into a far country. 
From time to time he sent servants to col- 
lect the dues, but they were beaten or killed. 
Then he sent his son and they killed himand .- 
kept the fruits. Finally the master came 
and destroyed the wicked husbandmen. 


The lesson is clear: It is a case of “hold- 
ing out on God”. The Jews had been stew- 
ards of God’s message of salvation but they 
had failed him and would crucify God’s own 
Son. Therefore, the gospel would be taken 
from them and given to others. It is also 
clearly implied that God (the owner) ex- 
pects us to pay the rent (the tithe) for our 
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use of the vineyard (our possessions). Are 
we holding out on God? 

11. The Unprincipled Steward (Luke 16: 
1-12). A certain steward was both wasteful 
and unprincipled. He was called to ac- 
count: he juggled the figures; he devised an ~ 
ingenious scheme by which he would be 
cared for when he lost his stewardship. His 
lord (not Jesus) commended the shrewd- 
ness of the man. 

Then Jesus made this comment: “The 
children of this world are in their own gen- 
eration wiser than the children of light. 
Make to yourselves friends (by means) of 
the mammon of unrighteousness that when 
ye fail they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations.” That means: Use your mon- 
ey in such a way that you will not be friend- 
less and a pauper in eternity. Make invest- 
ments for eternity; put your money into im- 
mortal souls, in enduring securities. How 
much have you laid up in Heaven? 


OTHER PARABLES 


Other parables of our Lord with steward- 
ship teachings are: 

12. The Watchful Servants (Luke 12:35- 
40) teaching the stewardship of time. 

13. The Man On a Journey (Mark 13:34- 
37) teaching the stewardship of definite re- 
sponsibility. 

14. The Faithful and Wise Steward 
(Matt. 24:42-51); teaching the alla 
of authority. 
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15. The Treasure in the Field (Matt. 13: 
44), teaching the incomparable worth of the 
kingdom. 

16. The Pearl of Great Price (Matt. 13: 

45, 46), teaching the supremacy of spiritual 
values. : 

17. The Sower and the Soils (Matt. 13:3- 
9) teaching God’s investment in us and the 
returns he receives upon that investment. It 
teaches also the stewardship of capacity and 
opportunity. What kind of soil am I? 

18. The Tares (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43) 
teaching that what we invest for the Lord 
will not be lost whatever the present appear- 
ances may be. . 

_ 19, The Unmerciful Servant (Matt. 18: 
21-35). A study of the Golden Rule versus 
the Iron Rule in business. 

20. The Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin 
(Luke 15:4-10) teaching that God values, 
loves, seeks for and finds his own. 


~ SOME PERSONAL INTERVIEWS 


What Jesus thought about the steward- 
ship of property may also be judged by a 
number of personal interviews and what he 
said, for example: 

1. The Two Brothers (Luke 12:13-15). 
A man appealed to Jesus asking that he in- 
tervene relative to the division of an inheri- 
tance. Jesus seeing the seat of the trouble 
warns of the danger of covetousness and de- 
clares that a man’s life is not to be measured 
by his possessions. 
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2. The Rich Young Ruler (Mark 10:17- 
22). A model young man in every respect 
except one, comes to Jesus asking concern- 
ing eternal life. Jesus seeing that his riches 
stood between him and the Christian life 
tells him to sell his property, give it to the 
poor and then follow in the Christian stew- 
ardship way. 


Alas, the young man chose to keep his 
_ earthly riches rather than to have heavenly 

treasures; he let his money close the gate to 
usefulness and divine approval. Jesus point- 
ed out the danger of riches, saying in orien- 
tal fashion that it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the Kingdom of God. Jesus 
evidently meant by this that the love of 
riches for their own sake instead of the use 
of riches to do good is a danger to be avoid- 
ed at all cost. If we do not master our 
riches they will master us, and what a mas- 
cer, 


3. Zacchaeus (Luke 19:2). A publican 
entertained Jesus in his home. Just what 
_ Jesus said to him is not recorded, but when 
this tax collector made his public profession | 
he said: “The half of my goods I give to 
the poor; and if I have taken anything from 
any man by false accusation I restore him 
four fold.” Jesus declared the man saved. 


The use one makes of his property is an 
evidence of the genuineness of his conver- 
sion. You may well question your religious 
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_experience if it has not made you honest in 
your business dealings, liberal in the sup- 
port of Kingdom causes and helpful to your 
fellow man. Genuine religion opens the 
pocketbook as well as the heart. 


4, Mary the Munificent (Mark 14:3-_ 
9). This good woman with fine spiritual in- 
sight and loving gratitude toward Jesus 
anoints his body with precious ointment 
that cost a great sum. Certainly she was 
criticized as devoted Christians are today by 
an obtuse and mercenary world. But Jesus 
would teach that love has a right to give, 
that love delights to give, and that great 
love calls for great giving. 


Christian stewardship is the expression of 
love and gratitude not of legalism and com- 
pulsion. There is nothing too good to give 
to Jesus; he gave his best for us. Am I giv- 
ing my best to him and to the causes dear 
to his heart? 


5. The Opulent Poor Widow (Mark 12: 
41-44). Jesus sat by the treasury and saw 
how the people cast in their money. (He 
still does.) Many cast in large sums but- 
their hearts were not in it and little sacrifice 
was made. This good woman just gave all 
she had. This wasn’t much as men count 
money, but Jesus said it was more than all 
the others had given. Jesus measures our 
gifts by the spirit, the sacrifice, the motive 
that prompts, and by the amount we have 
left. I wonder what he thinks of your gifts 
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of time, thought, service, and money to and 
through your church. What does he think 
of mine? “God so loved—that he gave his 
only begotten son.” Have I ever really made 
a sacrifice for my God and Savior? 


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS 


From this incomplete study of the stew- 
ardship practice and teachings of Jesus we 
conclude: ' 


1. That Jesus was the perfect steward. 


z. That we, too, are stewards of all we 
are and have. 


3. That we must put Kingdom causes 


first. 

4. That personalities are infinitely more ~ 
precious than possessions. 

5. That money must be used as a means 
and not as an end in itself. 

6. [hat money is to be a servant and not 
a master. It must not keep us from doing 
our duty but help us do it better. 

7. That material and temporary posses- 
sions are to be used for spiritual and eternal 
-ends. 

8. That we serve God by helping men— 
“In as much” 

9. That men Soule earn instead of beg 
—“Go work today” 

10. That men should have opportunity to 
work and should be paid a living wage. 
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11. That there should always be honest 
work and honest wages. 

12. That the tithe should be the min- 
imum not the maximum of Christian giving. 

13. That Christian giving should be 
prompted by love rather than law. “She 
loved much.” 

14. That we are judged according to our 
faithfulness as stewards. 

15. That the faithful steward has the 
commendation of Christ and is blessed here 
and hereafter. In short, we are Christian 


stewards just in proportion as we are like 
Christ. 


QUESTIONS FOR RESEARCH AND 
DISCUSSION 


1. What is the point in the “parable of © | 


the pond?” 
2. In what ways did Jesus show that he 
was a good steward? 


3. Did Jesus tithe? Give reasons for 
your answer. 


4. Quote five stewardship precepts of Je- 
sus and explain their meanings. 


5. Which is your favorite stewardship 
parable? What does it teach? 


6. Give your idea of a Christian steward. 
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CHAPTER IV 


THE TEACHING AND PRACTICE OF NEW 
TESTAMENT CHRISTIANS 


“Neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own.” 
Acts 4:32. 





“See that ye abound in this grace also.” 


@ Cor, 837. 
Two boys were talking: 


“My dad belongs to the church; he is just 
an ordinary member, but he gives a dollar a 
week.” 


“My dad belongs to the church, too; he is 
an honorary member, he belongs to every- 
thing and pays to nothing.” 


There are many such, but these are 
“onery” church members instead of being 
“honorary” church members. Shame on 
them! 


Of course, it takes money to run a church, 
promote a program, and send the gospel to 
the ends of the earth. Because people are 
engaged in religious work does not enable 
them to live without eating, get clothes and 
medicines without money, or ride on trains 
and ships without tickets. All members 
should gladly and liberally share in financ- 
ing their church and its world-wide pro- 
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- gram. They should do this from the stand- 
point of honesty and common decency not 
to speak of religion. 


It is unthinkable that God has no plan for 
financing his Kingdom. He has a plan for 
- running the universe; for sending night and 
day, and the seasons of the year; for raising 
a crop, propagating the race, and for saving 
a soul. Surely such a God would not leave 
the financing of his Kingdom to mere ca- | 
price. Surely the Master who died for a 
_ world and commissioned his people to carry 
his gospel to the ends of the earth—surely 
Jesus had some plan for taking care of the 
necessary expenses of promoting his world- 
wide program. 

We have seen that there was a plan for 
promoting religion in Old Testament times. 
It is clearly and repeatedly stated; it is the 
stewardship-tithing plan (see Chapter II.) 


We also have seen that Jesus approved of 
_ the Stewardship-tithing plan but he espe- 
cially commended those who because of 
“their love and gratitude went far beyond 
(see Chapter III.) 


If there were any question as to the teach- 
ings and desire of Jesus relative to the 
Christian use of material possessions we 
could draw some very definite conclusions 
from the practice of his followers shortly 
after the ascension. 
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PENTECOSTAL STEWARDSHIP 
(Acts 2:44-47; 4:32-37) 


_ The record in Acts reveals several perti- 
nent facts: (1) Following the ascension the 
disciples spent ten days in prayer, study, 
and fellowship. (2) The Holy Spirit came 
upon them and gave them special guidance . 
and power. (3) Many persons from foreign 
lands were converted, joined the Jerusalem 
church, and settled in Jerusalem. Some of 
these had to be cared for by the church at 
least temporarily. (4) Persecution broke 
out and spread. Some lost their lives, many 
lost their property and income. Something 
had to be done. The tithe was not sufficient 
to care for this emergency. (5) Under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit the believers 
were of one heart and soul, they recognized 
their stewardship and “had all things in 
common... and distribution was made un- 
to every man according as he had need” 
(Acts 4:32-35). 

Some of these consecrated, tenderhearted 
Christians vountarily sold their property 
and gave the proceeds to the apostles to care 
for the needy. A man named Joses did this. 
The apostles were so pleased and helped 
that they gave him a new name, they called 
him “Barnabas”, or the son of consolation. 

A couple by the names of Ananias and 
Sapphira sold a possession and then pre- 
tended to give all the proceeds to this com- 
mon fund, but they kept back a part and lied 
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about it. Their punishment was swift and 
awful. They were not punished because 
they kept back a part*of the price, but be- 
cause they lied about it. We must be abso- 
lutely honest with God. 


THE PASSING AND THE PERMANENT 


There were certain phases of this pente- 
costal procedure that were temporary and 
others that are of permanent application. 
The very great need for money was due to 
the stranded foreigners who had joined the 
church and to the dire persecution which the 
Christians in Jerusalem suffered at that 
time. Certainly that was an unusual situa- 
tion calling for unusual contributions and 
sacrifices. We express our unbounded ad- 
miration for this conduct. We ought to do 
as they did if the occasion should arise—and 
it may. However, it is not the plan or pur- 
pose of God that every. Christian is to give 
up everything to help others. This would 
only complicate the situation instead of re- 
lieving it. A Christian must use his judg- 
ment as God’s steward. He must not waste 
what God has entrusted to him. Recall the 
parables of the talents and the pounds. Also 
bear in mind that these early Christians were 
not required to give their all; what they did 
was voluntary and prompted by love. 


We learn some things from this early 
apostolic practice which are of universal and 
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eternal application: (1) They acknowledged 
their stewardship, they held all their prop- 
erty asatrust. (2) They loved their breth- 


ren and were glad to share with: them in 
their distress. (3) They went beyond the 
tithe when the occasion required it. (4) 
Their gifts were wholly voluntary, being 
prompted by love. Methods may change but 
principles remain. 


We should also learn from this story that 
churches should care for their own members 
who are in need. It is a reflection if not a 
disgrace for a church to expect other agen- 
cies to care for its own members. The 
church is a family, they should love and help 
each other. Paul says, “Bear ye one anoth- 
er’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ” 


(Gal. 6:2). 
PAULINE STEWARDSHIP 


Paul was a good steward. He practiced 
what he preached. He went far beyond 
anything he asked others to do. He gave 
up everything for Christ and rejoiced in the 
privilege (Phil. 3:7,8). For Paul to live was 
Christ (Phil. 1:21). He took pleasure in 
infirmities, reproaches, necessities, and dis- 
tresses for Christ’s sake (2 Cor. 12:10). He 
said he was crucified with Christ, yet he 
lived for Christ (Gal. 2:20). 


WAS PAUL A. TITHER? 


Was Paula tither? Yes, he was a tither. 
before he became a Christian. He was raised 
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a Jew in a Jewish home; he was a Phari-- 
see of the straightest sect. It is quite proba- 
ble that he was a member of the Sanhedrin. 
He lived in good conscience (Acts 23:1). 
All of this shows he was a conscientious and 
scrupulous tither. 


But after Paul was converted he never 
dreamed of confining his stewardship obli- 
gations to a tithe of his income. Indeed he 
reached the place where all he was and had . 
was consecrated to Christ and was used for 
the promotion of his cause. It is note- 
worthy however that Paul never said a 
word against tithing. He evidently looked - 
upon it as the minimum of Christian giving. 
He seems to have taken it for granted. 


Paul taught that as the priests under the 
Old Testament economy were cared for out 
of the tithes brought to the house of God, so 
the Christian ministers were to be cared for 
out of the tithes brought to the churches (1 
Cor. 9:4-14; Num. 8:6; Neh. 10:31-39; Deut. 
18:3). 


PAUL’S ECONOMIC THEORY 


Paul had some very definite convictions 
concerning economic affairs and the ques- 
tion of caring for the needy. He taught (1) 
that money should be honestly earned (I 
Thess. 4:12); (2) that men should work 
rather than beg or steal (Ephesians 4:28) ; 
(3) that if a man would not work (if he 
were able and had the opportunity) then he 
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ought to starve (II Thess. 3:10); (4) that 
men should be thrifty and accumulate a com- 
petency (1 Tim. 5:8); and (5) that men 
should contribute to worthy persons and 
causes (Eph. 4:28). 


Paul was a student of nature. He be- 
lieved the God of nature is also the God of 
grace. He reasoned that the law of sowing 
and reaping holds good in the spiritual 
realm as well as in the physical world (Gal. 
6:7). He called attention to the facts that 
if a man sows sparingly he will reap spar- 
ingly and if he sows bountifully (adequate- 
ly) he will reap bountifully (2 Cor. 9:6). 
Here we see that Paul by 1800 years antic- 
ipated Henry Drummond’s theory of Na- 
tural Law in the spiritual world. 


Paul advocated (1) the support of the lo- 
cal church and its program, (2) both home 
and foreign missions, and (3) special offer- 
ings for worthy causes. He advocated sup- 
porting the local work as the Jews had cared 
for their religious workers out of the tithes 
brought to the Lord’s house. He com- 
mended the Phillipians for supporting him 
in his foreign mission work, even as the 
church at Antioch had done (Phil. 4:10, 15- _ 


19; Acts 13:2). His great tenth chapter to _ 


the Romans begins with the prayer of a for- 
eign missionary for home missions, and 
reaches its climax in the plea for the sup- 
port of all missionaries (Rom. 10:1-14). 
Paul made at least two tours soliciting and 
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collecting funds and carrying them to the 
relief of the “poor saints” at Jerusalem 
* (Acts 11:30; Rom. 15:25, 2671 Cor,“16z1).--: 


PAUL’S SYSTEM. 


Paul believed in being systematic in 
Christian giving; (1) “Upon the first day of 
the week (weekly offerings), (2) let every- 
one of you (every one to have a part), (3) 
lay by him in store (get ready for the offer- 
ing), (4) as God hath prospered (propor- 
tionate giving, the only proportion ever sug- 
gested was the tithe), (5) that there be no 
gatherings when I come (no need for special 
_ offerings if this plan were followed)” (1 Cor. 
" 1632). , | 


PAUL’S SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION 


~ Perhaps Paul’s most significant contribu- 
tion to the subject of stewardship was his 
teaching that giving is a grace to be culti- 
vated and not merely a duty to be grudg- 
ingly done. He looked upon stewardship 
not primarily as a means of getting money 
but rather as a way of making men. “I seek 
not yours but you” (2 Cor. 12:14). God 
might get along without our money, but we 
cannot afford not to give. The selfish, 
greedy, stingy soul is ugly, blighted, un- 
happy, undeveloped, and useless. The liberal 
‘soul is beautiful, happy, thrifty, useful, and 
mature. _ 
- Paul lists the grace of liberality among . 
other beautiful graces such as faith,. elo- 
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quence, knowledge, and love (2 Cor. 8:7). 
He illustrates this beautiful grace by calling 
attention to God’s unspeakable gift (2 Cor. 
8:15) and by saying: “Ye know the grace of 


our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was _ 


rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be rich” (2 
Cor. 8:9). He also illustrates giving as a 
grace by calling attention to “the grace of 
God bestowed on the churches of Macedo- 
nia” and telling of their marvelous liberali- 
ty under most trying circumstances (2 Cor. 
8:1-5). Paul could have futher illustrated 
his doctrine by citing his own example. But 
he gloried only in the cross of Christ which 
he considered the most marvelous display 
of loving, suffering, sacrificing, saving 
grace in universal history. 


Paul’s further teaching concerning the 
grace of giving stipulates (1) that it must 
be voluntary, that is as a man purposes in 
his heart, (2) it must be cheerful or hilari- 
ous (2 Cor. 9:7) and (3) that it must be 
prompted by love (1 Cor. 13:3). 


PAUL’S SOLUTION FOR THE PROBLEM 


How are we to grow Christian character; 
how can we cultivate the grace of liberality; 
how can we secure sufficient funds to fi- 
~ nance our churches and carry on our work; 
how. can we “take the stew out of steward- 
ship” and make giving a pleasure instead of 

a pain? 
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_ Many plans have been proposed, tried and 
found wanting. Paul found a way and it 
worked then and will work now. He ex- 
plained the way by an example instead of 
enforcing it with an argument: 

Paul tells about the churches in Macedo- 
“nia. They were poor and they were suffer- 
ing persecution, yet they were happy and 
made such a contribution that Paul mar- 
veled. He thought they had gone not only 
beyond their duty but beyond their power; 
he hesitated to take the money. But they 
~ begged him to do it. Then Paul discovered 
the explanation: They had given themselves 
first of all to the Lord. That was why it 
was easy and a delight to give both their ser- 
vice and their substance to the Lord (2 Cor. 
8:1-9). 

That is to say: Christian stewardship 
grows out of Christian experience. A deep 
and glorious Christian experience results in 
joyous Christian service and sacrifice. If 
-we are finding it hard to contribute to the 
support of Christ’s Bride (his church) and 
Christ’s program (the Great Commission) 
we should look to our spiritual condition 
rather than our financial condition. If we 
find it hard to get money off of the tree of 
benevolence perhaps we should dig about 
the tree and fertilize the roots rather than 
beat the branches. If there is love, there 
will be liberality. Love delights in giving. 
Love does not ask “how much must I give” 
but “how much can I give. 
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The story is told of a bachelor who board- 
ed with a comely widow who was a good 
housekeeper and set an unusually appetiz- 
ing table. He thought; he proposed; he was 
accepted; the knot was tied. Then he aston- 
ished his bride by saying: “Hitherto as a 
matter of law and obligation I have paid you 
ten dollars a week for board, but now as a 
matter of love I shall pay you one dollar a 
week and make special contributions from 
time to time as I feel like it.” 


Old Testament law required the tithe; it 
is unthinkable that a person with a New 
Testament experience should do less. A 
genuine, deep, abiding, Christian experience 
upon the part of our church members will 
solve the financial problems of our churches. 


A SUMMARY OF PAUL’S TEACHING 


We may summarize Paul’s stewardship 
teachings and example as follows: We be- 
long to the Lord, he has purchased us with 
his own blood; as a matter of gratitude and 
love we should each one give. We should 
give individually, voluntarily, cheerfully, 
regularly, proportionately, liberally and sac- 
rificially to the work of our Lord.. This we 
will certainly do if first of all we give our- 
selves to the Lord, and in so doing we shall 
cultivate the beautiful grace of liberality and _ 
become more like him who gave himself for | 
us. 
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OTHER NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING 


There are many other New Testament 
Scriptures bearing on the subject of a man 
and his possessions; they are all in perfect 
accord with the references already given. 


In the Book of Hebrews (Chapter 7:1-10) 
we have a very interesting reference to the 
tithe. ‘The writer in Hebrews shows the su- 
periority of Christianity to Judaism; in this 
chapter he shows the superiority of Christ 
to the Levites. The argument is this: Abra- 
ham gave a tenth to Melchisedec before 
Levi was born, so Melchisedec is superior to 
the Levites. Christ is a priest after the or- 
der of Melchisedec. So Christ is superior to 
the Levites. 


Now we ask this question: If the Jews 
paid tithes to the Levites; and if Abraham 
“gave a tenth to Melchisedec who was great- 
er than the Levites, ought not we to give at 

least a tithe to Christ who is after the order 
of Melchisedec? 


_. The Apostle James insists that all good 
gifts come from God (1:17), he warns the 
_churches against mistreating the poor (2:1- 
5), and warns the rich people against the 
misuse of their wealth (5:1-5). 


_. The apostle Peter urges every man to be 
a “good steward of the manifold grace of 
God” (1 Peter 4:10). _ : 
_ The apostle John raises a piercingly © 
pointed stewardship question as follows: ' 


[ 67 ] 


‘Hereby perceive we the love of God, be- 
cause he laid down his life for us and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
But whoso hath this world’s goods and 
seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up 
his bowels of compassion from him, how 
dwelleth the love of God in him” (1 John 
3:16, 17). That is a way of saying: A man 
isn’t a Christian at all if there is no sym- 
pathy in his heart expressing itself in help- 
ing the needy. 


The writer of Revelation pictures a rich 
church who thought she was poor, and a 
very poor church who thought she was rich. 
Little Smyrna thought she was poor and 
persecuted and helpless, but Christ audited 
the books and found a large balance on the 
right side of the ledger and promised a great 
reward (Rev. 2:8-11). Big Laodicea was 
self-satisfied, smug and lukewarm, she 
thought she was rich. But Christ saw the 
poverty of her soul and how sham were her 
riches. He pointed the way to true riches 
and spiritual prosperity (Rev. 3:15-17). 


What if Christ should audit our church 
books, and yours and mine today? 


POST APOSTOLIC PRACTICE 


For nearly three hundred years after 
Christ the Christians suffered persecutions, 
often most bitter. Hence there was great 
need for sacrificial giving upon the part of 
those Christians who had anything to give. 
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And how gladly and gloriously they did 
give! “See how these Christians love one 
another” was an exclamation frequently 
heard. These Christians who were able to 
give didn’t stop at the tithe. It is notewor- 
thy that no Christian writer of this time 
said a word against tithing unless it was to 
insist that it was too little. These Chris- 
tians by their lives and love and liberality 
finally won out. Constantine, the Roman em- 
peror, issued the Edict of Milan in 313 A. D. 
granting toleration to the Christians. 


CONCLUSION 


We have now finished in an ‘imperfect 
way our brief sketch of the teaching and 
practice of stewardship as given in the 
Bible. 

_ Our study has been in vain unless it has 
-led us to see that Bible stewardship is a 
glorious doctrine and that living the stew- 
_ardship way is a blessed life. 

QUESTIONS FOR RESEARCH AND 

SS DISCUSSION 

1. What is the point in the story of the 
two boys and their dads? 

2. What points about the stewardship 
practice following Pentecost are of perma- 
nent application? What were of tempor- 
ay importance? 

3. Was Paul a tither before he became a 
Christian? After becoming a Christian? 
Give reasons for your answers. 
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4, What did Paul mean by the “grace” of 
giving? : 

5. Give points in Paul’s plan for making 
contributions. 

6. How do you account for the liberality 
of the churches in Macedonia (2 Cor. 8:1-9) ? 

7. Did Christians between the time of 
Paul and those of Constantine tithe? Why? 

8. Give your idea of Christian steward- 
ship. 

9. What constitutes an acceptable gift to 
a Christian cause? 


10. What is the very first step in Chris- 
tian stewardship? 
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CHAPTER V 


CONCLUSIONS AND APPLICATIONS 


“Render an account of thy steward- 


ship.” Luke 16:2. 
SUMMARY OF BIBLE TEACHING ON 
STEWARDSHIP 


The first religious act recorded in the 

Bible is the offerings of Cain and Abel in 
recognition of the duty to offer a portion to 
God. It appears that Cain failed to rightly 
‘divide his offering. A study of the practice 
_ of ancient peoples reveals the fact that many 
peoples set apart a tithe as their offering to 
express gratitude, invoke favors or avoid 
_ disaster. 


We know that some of the patriarchs 
offered tithes and inasmuch as others had 
divine approval it is most probable they did 
also. | 


_. The tithing plan was incorporated in the 
_Levitical system, it required that one or 
_more tithes be devoted to religious and char- 
itable purposes. The tendency was for 
priests to lay greatest stress upon method, 
while the prophets stressed motive—both 
_ were and are important. 


: Upon the return from exile the Pentateu- 
cal system was recognized as the standard 
of religious obligation and was reinstated. 
2 ri 


Between the Old and New Testament 
times the observance became greatly com- 
plicated and amplified by the teachings of 
the rabbis. The practice was rigidly and 
conscientiously observed by the Pharisees in 
the time of Christ. 


Jesus lived and labored in a pious Jewish 
home, they observed the Jewish customs. 
Jesus himself commended the Law which 
included the observance of the tithe. He 
never repealed, abrogated or abridged its 
observance. He called for a devotion far 
beyond that of the tithing Jew. He lived 
what he taught. 


In pentecostal times the Christians, under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit, brought 
their possessions and put them in a common 
fund to care for an emergency situation. 
They did not stop at a tithe. 


Paul approved of the tithing plan for the 
regular work of the church but special needs 
called for additional offerings. He taught 
that Christians should make their offerings 
regularly, proportionately; worshipfully, 
cheerfully, voluntarily, and prompted by 
love. He taught that’ Christian liberality 
is a grace to be cultivated rather than a 
requirement to be grudgingly met. 


The writer of Hebrews believed Christ to 
be a priest after the order of Melchisedec; 
Abraham paid tithes to Melchisedec. We 
should pay tithes to Christ. , 
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No early Christian writer objected to tith- . 
ing unless it was because he thought it was 


_too little for a Christian to contribute to the — 


| Lord’s work. 


No reason has been discovered int the 
Bible why. any Christian should give less — 
than a tithe, but many why he should give 
more. The tithe should be the minimum 
not the maximum of Christian giving. 


The teaching of the Bible from beginning | 
to the end is that God is sovereign owner, 
we are stewards of all we possess, we should 
contribute at least a tenth of our increase to 
the Lord’s work and use the other nine- 
tenths in a way that will meet divine ap- 
proval. 


The Christian steward tries to live and 
love as Jesus did. Jesus was the perfect 
steward. 


Stewardship is a glorious doctrine and 
experience says that it is a blessed life. 


STEWARDSHIP POINTS THAT NEED 
SPECIAL EMPHASIS 


While all the teachings of the Bible are 
important there are some that need special 
stress today: 


1. Christian stewardship i is not primari- 


ly a means for raising money but a plan for 
making the right kind of men. “I seek not 
roe but you” (2 Cor. 12:14). 
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2. Weare not to be stewards simply be- 
cause God made us but because he redeemed 
us (1 Cor. 6:19, 20 ). 


3. Christian stewardship is not so much 
a matter of duty as the expression of grati- 
tude. It is the economic expression of 
Christian experience (2 Cor. 9:15). 


4. Christian stewardship is not only a 
matter of law requirement but of love ex- 
pressing itself in practical service (John 


14:15). 


5. Christian stewardship is not driving 
a sharp bargain with God but entering into 
a blessed partnership with him (1 Cor. 3:9). 


6. Christian stewardship relates not to 
money alone but also to personality and 
powers and all of life (Rom. 12:1). 

7. Christian stewardship is not confined 
to a part of-one’s time and money, but re- 
quires that the whole be held and used ac- » 
cording to God’s will (Col. 3:17). 

It is unthinkable that a Christian steward 
should do less for his religion than a pagan 
or a Jew would for his. 

“Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 


WHY TITHE 


Here are some thirty answers selected 
from a large number received from persons 
who have given their reasons for making the 
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tithe (1/10 of the net income) their mini- 
mum (not maximum) standard of giving to 

Christian causes. . 
_ The question asked in each case was 
“Why do you tithe?” The answers follow: 

1. Because the Bible teaches it. _ 

2. Because Jesus Christ commended it. 

3. Because Abraham, Jacob, and other 
good men did it. | 

4. Because the New Testament Chris- 
tians did more than tithe, I should not do 
less. 

5. Because it saves my rene 

6. Because it removes uncertainty sii 
my giving. 

7. Because it is business-like. 

8. Because it is simple and easy to calcu- 
late. 

9. Because it sets a good example. 

10. Because no less would express my 
appreciation of my church and pastor. _ 

11. Because if practiced by half of our 
‘people it would enable our church to meet 
all its obligations promptly. 

12. Because if all our people would do it 
we could enlarge our missionary work. 
13. Because it provides for our church 
pags 

14. Because it dignifies the finances of 
our church. | 
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15. Because it would do away with ques- 
tionable money raising schemes. 


16. Because it would enable us to give 
more time to the deeply spiritual work in 
our churches. 


17. Because it would enable our pastor to 
do his work without being constantly tor- 
mented about money matters. 

18. Because it takes the pain out of giv- 
ing. 

19, Because it increases one’s spirituality. 

20. Because it keeps God in my thought. 

21. Because it makes me a partner with 
God. 

22. Because it makes my business a 
sacred thing. 

_23. Because it keeps religion first in my 
plans. 

24. Because it makes me more careful 
with the other nine-tenths of my income. 

25. Because I have tried it many years 
and it has been a great blessing and joy. 

26. Because it increases church and pray- 
er meeting attendance. 

27. Because all the tithers I — are 
happy people. 

28. Because it makes handling church fi- 
nances a pleasure instead of a pain. 

29. Because it promotes good business 
methods. 
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30. Because it helped me get out of debt 
when I thought I was bankrupt. 


31. Because it saves from covetousness. 


32. Because it is the only plan that God 
has approved and promised to bless. | 


33. Because I love the Lord. 
SOME GOOD STEWARDS 


“Please give the names of some good 
stewards who practiced tithing as their 
minimum standard of giving.” 


Their name is legion. Here is a short list 
of well-known tithing stewards. Your pas- 
tor can add many names to the list. 


John D. Rockefeller, the world’s largest 
contributor to religion, education, medical 
research, and for humanity in general began 
to tithe when a small boy and tithed the first 
dollar he earned. 


William E. Gladstone, probably the 
world’s greatest statesman, tithed and urged 
his son to do the same as the best plan 
for rightly handling his income. 


- William Colgate whose gifts led to the 
founding of Colgate University was advised 
by an old sea captain to make a good soap, 
give an honest pound, and set aside a tenth 
of every dollar earned for God. 


Joy Cooke upon whom Lincoln leaned for 
financial help during the War Between the 
__ States began tithing when a lad. 
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Mrs. Russell Sage who contributed so 
many millions to philanthropic causes began 
tithing when a child. 

John Ruskin gave himself and his money 
to God and humanity. At first he gave a 
tenth, then a third, then one half, and finally 
he gave all. 


Chester Ward Kingsley, great Boston 
banker and philanthropist, heard his pastor 
pray “Lord, give me a hand to get and a 
heart to give.” He at once began to tithe, 
then more than tithe, and gave away more 
than half a million dollars. 


Harvey S. McLeod of Troy, N. Y. when 
he was converted asked his pastor how to 
make the most of himself. “Tithe,” said his 
pastor. McLeod did so and helped scores of 
young men to get an education and won 
hundreds to tithing stewardship. 


John S. Huyler, the candy man, was_on 
his way toa New Year’s eve celebration. He 
stopped to look at a check which had been 
given him as his part of the profits of the 
business for the year. It was so much larg- 
er than he had expected that he was over- 
come by a feeling of responsibility for its 
use. He decided he would go to the watch- 
night service his mother was attending. 
There he knelt in prayer to consecrate him- 
self and his substance to God. He became a 
tither, then he gave a fifth, then a third, 
then a half, and finally practically all his in- 
come for God and humanity. 
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Russell H. Conwell, often called the mon- 
eyless millionaire, began to tithe when first 
converted but soon reached the point where 
he gave practically all to the service of God 
and to help young men get an education. It 
is said that he gave away more than $6,000,- 
O00 and died almost penniless (He was one 
of the happiest men this writer ever knew). 


H. Z. Duke of Texas began as a tither and 
increased his contributions until for several 
years before his death he gave to the Lord’s 
work practically his entire income. 


James L. Kraft, the cheese man, says he 
had reached the brink of bankruptcy when 
it suddenly came to him that he had left God 
out. Immediately he repented, took God in- 
to partnership, began to tithe, and things 
got better, kept on getting better. Now he 
is the world’s largest cheese man and is giv- 
ing his time without stint or price going up 
and down the earth urging men to take God 
into partnership and do business for God. 


Time would fail to tell of William E. 
Dodge the railroad man, M. W. Baldwin, 
the locomotive man, A. A. Hyde of mentho- 
-latum fame, Charles R. Brown, former dean 
of Yale, J. H. Anderson, princely merchant 
of Knoxville, R. G. Le Tourneau, great in- 
-dustrialist who supports a dozen full time 
evangelists, C. M. Wasson, beloved bene- 
factor of Southern Illinois, the lamented 
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Mrs. T. G. Bush of Birmingham, Mrs. G. W. 
Bottoms of Texarkana and a hundred more 
who began as tithers and went forward in 
happy, helpful, hilarious giving to Christ 
and humanity. 


Thomas Kane, a Chicago layman, tithed, 
published, and distributed tithing literature 
for half a century. He then left his fortune 
to make possible the continual distribution 
of stewardship literature at approximate 
cost. This man offered a hundred dollars 
for the name and address of any tither who - 
had not been blessed in his tithing. Ten 
thousand replied telling of blessings received 
through tithing, but no one ever claimed the 
prize money. 


Robert Quillen, the well-known columnist, 
who writes so sensibly as a Bald Headed 
Dad to his Red Headed Daughter—Robert 
Quillen says “God’s plan is the sensible and 
business-like plan. I know at the end of 
each month to a dollar the amount of my 
earnings and one-tenth of that amount is set 
apart as God’s share to be used in his work. 
It has increased in size every year since I 
began to tithe. 


WHERE THE ROADS MEET 


In a recent issue of the National Geo- 
graphic there is a picture of the Arch of 
Triumph in Paris. It was taken from an 
airplane. It shows all the avenues converg- 
ing at that point like spokes in a wheel. It 
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was here that the body of the unknown sol- 
dier was buried. It was here that General 
John J. Pershing stood with uncovered head 
and exclaimed, ‘‘Lafayette, we are here.” 


We have been thinking along many lines, 
but all these thought avenues meet here. 


1. The way.of Legality leads to steward- 
ship of all with the tithe as the minimum 
for the acknowledgment of stewardship. 
Aren’t you glad it isalaw? Laws are good. 
Suppose we didn’t have the law requiring us 
to turn to the right, or to stop at the red 
signal. Think what confusion, what incon- 
veniences, what fatalities would foilow. 
All the laws ot God are just and holy and 
good. They work for our benefit. Aren't 
you glad there is a law about tithing? Love 
for Christ and humanity will enable you to 
fulfil this law and you will be blessed in 
keeping it. 

2. The avenue of Rationality converges 
at this same stewardship point. It God 1s 
creator and owner and giver of all; if he has 
loved us and redeemed us; if he supplies the 
seed and the soil, the sunshine, and the 
showers, if he gives us life and breath and 
all things, then surely he ought to have 
more than a tenth. If our minds can func- 
tion at all and if our consciences are at all in 
working order we are bound to say “We are 
stewards of all and can’t think of contribut- 
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ing less than a tithe in acknowledgment of 
our stewardship.” 


3. The avenue of Prosperity leads to the 
same destination. The experiences of thou- 
sands of those who do acknowledge their 
stewardship by making the tithe their mini- 
mum standard of giving—their experience 
is that it always brings spiritual and often 
material prosperity as well. Churches hav- 
ing tithing stewards find these are the most 
spiritual and dependable members they have 
and their problems of personnel and fin- 
ances are largely solved in proportion to 
the faithful tithing-stewards enrolled. 


4. There are many other avenues con- 
verging at the same point in Christian ex- 
perience but the most beautiful one is the 
Avenue of Loving Gratitude. We keep 
step to John three-sixteen as we walk, and 
we think of the unspeakable gift of God, and 
of him who was rich and for our sakes be- 
came poor. 


So here we are at the Christian Arch of 
Triumph, stewardship with the tithe as the 
minimum standard of Christian giving. Re- 
membering the words of Jno. J. Pershing, 
let us say, “Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Paul, 
Jesus, WE ARE HERE.” 


Prove me now herewith saith the Lord 
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MY DECISION 


“They first gave their own selves to the 
Lord” (2 Cor. 8:5). 


Having given myself to the Lord, I want 
to be a good steward. As an acknowledg- 
ment of my stewardship and as an expres- 
sion of my love and gratitude, I purpose to 
contribute at least one-tenth of my net in- 
come to the Lord’s work. 


Name 
Address 


Date ___ 





QUESTIONS FOR RESEARCH AND 
DISCUSSION 


1. Characterize the Old Testament 
teaching on stewardship. 

2. What was the greatest teaching of 
Jesus on the subject of worldly possessions? 

3. What was Paul’s most noteworthy 
teaching on the subject of giving! 

4. What stewardship points need special 
stress today? 

5. Make a list of reasons for and against 
tithing. 

6. Name some tithers you have known. 
Are they happy? Are they generous? Do 
they stand well in the church? In the com- 
munity? 

[ 83 ] 


7. Mention four avenues of thought that 
lead to stewardship with the tithe as a mini- 
mum. 

8. What is the ultimate test of steward- 
ship with the tithe as a minimum? | 

9. Are you willing to try it? 
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APPENDIX 


BOOKS AND TRACTS ON STEWARD- 
SHIP AND TITHING 


Our people are threatened today with the poison and 
perils of covetousness, greed and avarice; they are ex- 
posed to the materialistic philosophy of our time; they 
are confronted with pagan ideologies; they are not ade- 
quately financing the religious and altruistic enterprises 
of the kingdom of God. One hope of meeting this situa- 
tion is the systematic and continuous teaching and prac- 
tice of soul winning and stewardship as taught in the 
Bible, practiced by many Christian people, and approved 
by a good conscience. 


As a help to pastors, teachers and students in general 
this list of books and tracts on Stewardship is given. The | 
_books may be had from the Baptist book stores, the tracts 
should be ordered from the secretaries of state missions 
in the several states or from the Executive Committee, 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. 
(Some are now out of print but may be found in church 
libraries. ) 


“fT. BOOKS FOR GENERAL READING 
AND REFERENCE 


~Sucu As I Have—Carl F. H. Henry (.25), 1946. The 
stewardship of talent. 


PARTNERSHIP WITH CHrist—Paul H. Conrad (.40), 
- 1944. A new and suggestive approach to Christian 
stewardship. 


GRACEFUL Givinc—Amos John Traver (.60), 1946. 
- God’s gracious gift to us should prompt graceful giv- 
ing from us. Christian stewardship is grace applied 
to life. 


_ STEWARDSHIP IN THE New TESTAMENT CHURCH— 
Holmes Rolston ($1.00), 1946. A study of the teach- 
ings of Paul on Christian stewardship. 


[ 85 ] 


AN ADVENTURE IN STEWARDSHIP—G. Ernest Thomas 
(.25). Suggestions for lay speakers on several phases 
of stewardship. 


Curistus Emptror—T. F. Gullixson (.50), 1946. The 
stewardship of our eyes, ears, tongues, knees, etc. 


To WHom Mucu Is Given—G. Emest Thomas (.60), 
1946. The stewardship questions of Jesus. 


“My FatTuHer’s Business’-——Conrad and Kilmer (.25), 
Suggestions for promoting stewardship in the local 
church. 


STEWARDSHIP FoR’ TopaAy—Mrs. S. H. Askew. A little 
study book on Christian stewardship prepared for 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


CHRISTIAN STEwaRDSHIP—D. T. Gregory, 1946. A little 
stewardship study book for the United Brethren. 


THE StTewarpsHip Lire—Julius Earl Crawford (.50), 
1929. Discusses all phases of Christian stewardship. 


Monty Powrr—Charles A. Cook (.60), 1933. <A study 
of the perils, power, use, and abuse of money. 


THE MessaGE oF STEWARDSHIP—Ralph S. Cushman 
($1.00), 1946. A book of stewardship devotionals 
with texts, prayers, meditations, and poems. 


It Is To SHarE—Irwin G. Paulsen, 1931. A guide to 
stewardship education in the local church. 


THE BrsLz Economy or PLenty-—-E. Tallmadge Root 
(.85), 1939. What the Bible teaches about wealth. 


WueEn Curist Controts—John M. Versteeg ($1.50). 
The Christian use of property and the well-rounded 
life. 


Give Yre!—Frank K. Means (.50), 1944. An inter- 
pretation of the biblical doctrine of stewardship in its 
relation to the missionary program of our Lord and 
to the exigencies of our day. 
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_ STEWARDSHIP AND THE WorLp Muiussion—John E 
Simpson (P., 75c; C., $1.25), 1944. A new study 
of stewardship and missions with helpful suggestions 
for promoting stewardship in the local church. 


ACHIEVING RESULTS IN CHURCH Finance—Boyd M. 
McKeown (P., 60c), 1942. A discussion of steward- 
ship and a program for the local church. Excellent 
bibliography. 


STEWARDSHIP FOR ALL OF Lire—Luther E. Lovejoy 
(75c), 1924. General features of Christian steward- 
ship including money. 


Tue Horizons or StewarpsH1p—H. C. Weber ($1.25), 
1938. Discusses stewardship with special reference 
to world confusion. 


Tus Worwp’s Goops—John E. Simpson (C., $1.00; 
P., .60), 1939. A study of material possessions and 
Christian duties, also an interpretation of the tithe in 
Old and New Testaments. 


THE DEEPER MEANING OF STEWARDSHIP—John M. Ver- 
steeg ($1.25), 1923. A manual: stewardship that 
looks to the saving of a world rather than the financing 
of a church. 


CHRISTIAN MATERIALISM—Francis J. McConnell (C., 
$1.25; P., .60), 1936. A Christian interpretation of 
material possessions. 


You anp Yours—Guy L. Morrill ($1.50), 1922. Shows 
that stewardship is peculiarly the message needed for 
our times. (Out of print.) 


LAUGHING STEWARDSHIP THROUGH—-Guy L. Morrill 
($1.25), 1931. Humorous stories, sayings, poems with 
serious applications. 


Tuy Kincpom Come—Elmer T. Clark (C., $1.00; P., 
50), 1926. Short, excellent history of stewardship 
and missions. 
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He Tsar Grveta—John E. Simpson (C., $1.25; P., 
75), 1936. Stewardship of money as taught in te 
Bible. 


Ture Law or THE TirHe—Arthur V. Babbs ($1.50), 
1912. The tithe in and out of the Bible; list of 
allusions to tithe in the classical.writers (out of print). 





- Money THE Acip Test-——David M. McConaughy. Pub- 
lished years ago but still excellent. (Out of print.) 


Not SLOTHFUL IN Bustness—Herbert A. Bosch ($1.00), 
1928. Especial stress on evangelism and stewardship. 


Tue Catt to CHRIsTIAN STEWARDSHIP—Julius Earl 
Crawford ($1.00), 1926. All high roads lead to 
stewardship. ) 


MasTER OF Monev—George Irving ($1.50), 1936. The 
life of A. A. Hyde. 


STEWARDSHIP AND Mussions—Charles A. Cook (.50), 
1908. Published years ago, but still one of best all- 
round discussions. 


THE LarGER StEwarpsHip—Charles A. Cook (C., $1.00;. 
P., .50), 1923. Discusses other phases than money. 


THE STEWARDSHIP PARABLES OF JESUS—-R. C. Long 
(.50), 1931. Six parables illustrating six phases of 
stewardship. 


Tue CuristiAN Motive AND METHOD IN STEWARDSHIP-— 
Henry Burton Trimble ($1.00), 1930. Stewardship 
from the viewpoint of the whole of life. 


SPECULATING IN FuTurEs—Luther E. Lovejoy ($1.00). 
1927. Stewardship experiences of persons and 
churches. (Out of print.) 


ADVENTURES IN STEWARDSHIP—Cushman and Bellinger, . 
~(.75), 1919. Some striking stewardship stories. (Out 
of print.) | 
OwnersHip—Clementina Butler ($1.00), 1927. Shows . 
that tithing is not only Biblical and reasonable, bit 
also brings joys and blessings unspeakable. 
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SavE Money—John M. Versteeg ($1.00), 1939. Official 
text for The United Stewardship Council of the United 
States and Canada. 


Into My Store House—John E. Simpson ($1.75), 
1940. A treasure chest of stewardship materials for 
the pastor. 


STEWARDSHIP APPLIED IN Missions—J. B. Lawrence 
(C.,, .35). Excellent study of -doctrine and practice. 


CHRISTIAN OWwNERSHIP—Charles A. Maddry (.65), 
1940. The Analysis, Importance, Conclusions and 
Applications of Christian Ownership. 


“FarrHFruL Atso In Mucn’’—John E. Simpson (.60), 
1942. A History of man in his relation to his pos- 
sessions and his God. 


STEWARDSHIP SrorRIEs and More STEWARDSHIP STORIES 
—1941, Guy L. Morrill (.50 each), Stories, texts, 
hymns and suggestions for using. 


Witt 4 Man Ros Gop?—Ralph S. Cushman (P., .35), 
1942, Four studies in Christian stewardship. 


Hi. BOOKS FOR CLASS STUDY 


The following books have been widely used and found 
helpful: /¢ is suggested that this book or one of the 
books starred be used as textbook and others listed above 
or below together with tracts be used for supplemental 
reading and study of assigned subjects. 


For Juniors (9-12) 


*LIVING FOR JEsuS—Hattie Bell Allen (C., .60; P., 
.40), 1939. Simple, scriptural, stimulating. Each 
lesson is built around a stanza of the Junior stew- 
ardship hymn. Practical suggestions and projects 
for each class period and between. 


*THe SrewarRD FamiLy—Josephine Riley Medlin (P., 
30), 1942. A study course for Royal Ambassadors 
and Girls’ Auxiliaries. 
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For Intermediates ( 13-16) 


-*Nor Your Own—Claire Hill Cooper, (C., .60; P., .40), 
1937. Lessons designed by one who knows how, for 
the purpose of helping young Baptists understand and 
gladly practice Christian stewardship. Assignments | 
and suggestions with each lesson. 


TRAINING IN STEWARDSHIP—F. H. Leavell (C., .60; P., 
40), 1920. An excellent book to use for supplemental 
reading for intermediates studying “Not Your Own.” 


For Seniors and Young People (17-24) 
*INVESTMENTS IN CHRISTIAN Livinc—William R. Rigell 
(C., .60; P., .40), 1930. Sane, scriptural, practical | 
discussions of investments of talents, time, intelligence, 
money, love and life. Each chapter has suggestions 
for further study and work regarding matters in which 
young people are interested. 


More THAN Money—J. D. Freeman (C., .60; P., .40), 


1935. The basis, scope, and results of Christian stew- 
ardship. 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE Lire or YoutH—wWallace and 
Williamson (C., $1.00; P., .50), excellent for supple- 
mentary readings. 


| For Adults 
*Livinc ABUNDANTLY: A StTupy IN CHRISTIAN STEW- 
ARDSHIP—Frank E. Burkhalter (C., .60; P., .40), 


1942. New book in Baptist Adult Union Study 
Course. 


*Our Lorp AND Ours—P. E. Burroughs (C., .60; P., 
40), revised 1937. Our Lord’s claims upon us and 
our property, and what we should do about it. 


Our CHURCH AND Ours—P. E. Burroughs (C., .60; P., 
.40), 1928. Points the way to worthy processes and 
successful methods of financing churches. 


THE Grace or Givinc—P. E. Burroughs (C., .60; P., © 
.40), 1934. How to so teach, practice and promote © 
giving to Christian causes that it may be done 
graciously rather than grudgingly and as of necessity, 
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For W omen 


*STEWARDSHIP AND Mussions—Charles A. Cook (50); 
1908. 


*He Tuat Givera—John E. Simpson (C., $1.00; P., 
60), 1935. : 


*STEWARDSHIP PARABLES—Roswell C. Long (. 50), 1931. 


THE LarcerR StewarpsHip—-Charles A. Cook (.50), 
1923. 


STEWARDSHIP IN THE Lire or Women—Helen Kings- 
bury Wallace (C., $1.00; P., .50), 1928. Steward- 
ship in the affairs of the ordinary woman as ex- 
emplified in a half dozen Bible women of note. 


For Men 


SucH As I Have—Carl F. H. Henry (.25), 1946. How 
to serve Christ in and with your business. 


THe STEWARDSHIP OF LirE—F. A. Agar (.75). The 
busy business man who wants to tote fair will find 
brief, Biblical, clear, and convincing counsel. 


Monty THE Acip Trest—David McConaughy. Gets 
right down where men live. 


Tux GoLpen RULE in Business—Arthur Nash ($1.50). 
The testimony of a man ia tried it out and suc- 
ceeded. 


LisERATING THE Lay Forces—John R. Mott ($2.25), 
1932. 


Tuis Business oF Livinc—Grensted ($1.75), 1939. 

LivING THE CHRISTIAN FairH—Aubrey ($1.50), 1939. 

*THe Horizons or StTewarpsHip—H. C. Weber, 
($1.25), 1938. 

Ili. TRACTS 


Note: The figures following the name of the author 
indicate the price per thousand; postage extra; samples 
free. 
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‘1. Bible Puedes 
Gop’s Mrssace to Mr on SrewarpsHip—Frank E. 
Burkhalter ($2.70), (God is owner; I am steward; 
must acknowledge; tenth minimum; ‘remainder a trust, 
etc. ) 


Gop’s MESSAGE TO SOUTHERN Baptists ON STEWARD- 
sHip—Frank E. Burkhalter ($2.70). (A comprehen- 
sive list of Bible references). 


2. The Grace of Giving 
ScRIPTURAL Givinc—J. Clyde Turner ($2.70) (Basis, 
characteristics, reasons). 


As I View Givinc—Austin Crouch ($1.65) (Duty, 
privilege, pleasure, worship). 


Jesus Over AGAINST THE TREASURY—F. F. Brown 
(Jesus sees; knows who, what, how). 


THE Acip Test—C. C. Warren ($2.70). The writer 
has tried and proved it. 


3. Stewardship in General 
STEWARDSHIP OR Lire A Trust—J. T. Henderson 
($2.70) (Life, things, duties). 


Putrinc Our Possessions ro WorkK—J. J. Hurt 
($2.50) (Ownership, possessions, responsibilities, 
possibilities). 

7 Marks oF A Goop Stewarp—W. M. Gilmore ($2.70) 
(Seven Biblical characteristics). 

Wuo Owns THE Woot—J. B. Gambrell ($1.65) (The 
sheep must be sheared for their own sake also). 


Livinc our Lives ror Gop—W. F. Powell ($2.70) 
(Christ must have all of our life). 


STEWARDSHIP QUESTIONS ANSWERED—J. E. Dillard 
($2.25) Twenty-five questions asked and answered in 
conferences, 

4. Tithing 

Sua.z We TitHe—J. S. Compere ($2.70) (Tithing't be- 

fore and in the New Testament). 
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My Creep as a TiTHER—Ellis A. Fuller GL 65). . 
(Twelve articles of faith). 


‘I Am Resotvep—Louie D. Newton ($2. 25) a happy alas 


resolution and why). 


TITHES AND OFFERINGS—Oscar Ez Sams ($1. 65) ( AS ei: 


plea for both; advocates storehouse tithing). 


How May a FarMER TiTHE—J. T. Henderson ($2. 70)°° 


(Concrete examples). 


Ir SouTHERN Baptists SHOULD TitHE—J. E. Dillard 
($1.00) (Some things that would happen). 


AN EXPERIMENT IN Givinc—R. Paul Caudill ($1.65) 
(The basis and the blessing of tithing). 


5. Plans 


A Worrsy Financia Procram—Clifton J. Allen 

($2.70) (Spiritual, Biblical, regular, commensurate, 
sacrificial). 

A STEWARDSHIP Rrevivat—B. C. Land (3c each), What, 
Why and How. The message of stewardship—(15c 
each), addresses. 

An Aprguate FrnanciaL PLan—J. E. Dillard ($2.25) 

(Seven Scriptural suggestions). 

All books listed may be ordered from the Baptist book - 
stores; the tracts may be ordered from the secretaries of 
state missions in the several states or from the Executive 
Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
‘Tennessee, 


A Million Southern Baptist Tithers for Christ 
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APPENDIX 


SOME THINGS WE SHOULD DO 


We Southern Baptists are grateful for the record made 
during the first century of our Convention history. Now 
that we are in the second century, we must hope and 
pray, and plan and work for yet greater results for 
Christ and humanity. We want all our people in all our 
_ work. Here are some things we need to do: 


We SHOULD INDOCTRINATE 


1. We should indoctrinate our people. Information 
begets inspiration. People will not be enthusiastic about 
what they are ignorant of. There is no danger of our 
people knowing too much about our principles, problems, 
and programs. They need to know what we believe, 
and why we believe it; what we are trying to do, and 
why we are trying; where we are working, and how; 
what problems we face, and how we are trying to solve 
them. Let’s tell them. 


WE SHOULD CONSERVE 

2. We should conserve the victories we have already 
won. “Look to yourselves that we lose not those things 
which we have wrought” (2 John 8). There are certain 
doctrines, practices, and institutions which have cost 
much, we must not neglect, ignore, or become indifferent 
to them. For example, the absolute lordship of Christ, 
the authority and sufficiency of the Word, the com- 
petency of the soul in religion, a converted church 
membership, the democracy of the saints, believers 
baptism, immersion only, separation of church and state, 
etc. We are also thinking of our educational institutions 
and our missionary and benevolent work; all these are 
necessary and needy. We must strengthen the things. 
which remain as well as launch new enterprises for 
Christ. 


WE SHOULD Carry ON 
3. We should carry on with increasing devotion and 
determination all the objectives of the Centennial 
Crusade. Every one of these objectives should be in the 
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program of every church, calling forth the prayerful and 
sustained effort of every member. We need an all- 
church, all-year-round effort in evangelism, enlistment 
education, missions, benevolence, and stewardship. Many 
of our people are over-fed and under-worked; all our 
agencies are under-fed and over-worked. 


WE SHOULD SUPPORT ADEQUATELY 


4. We should more adequately support our work. 
This means local church work, and state and Southwide 
co-operative work. The most of our pastors are paid 
less than unskilled day laborers. No pastor can do his 
best work if he is financially embarrassed or has to sup- 
_ plement his salary by outside work. Then all our de- 
nominational schools are in need. They have to compete 
with tax-supported and highly endowed schools, and they 
have many heart-breaking calls for help for worthy and 
needy students. All three of our seminaries are des- 
perately in need of buildings, equipment, and endow- 
ment. 

And there never was a time when our mission boards, 
state and Southwide, had such opportunities and needs 
as now. Half our foreign mission property was de- 
stroyed in the late war. The need for rehabilitation 
alone calls for hundreds of missionaries and millions 
of money. Ordinary, customary, half-hearted contribu- 
tions are insufficient and unbecoming any Christian in a 
time like this. 


We SHOULD Keep Out or DEBT 


5. But we should keep out of debt. Surely we will 
_ not forget and surely we will not repeat our painful, 
humiliating, handicapping, costly experience following 
World War I. Our debts are now paid, thank God, and 
our credit is good. It would be easy to go in debt 
again, but a burnt child fears the fire if he is right 
bright. Our churches should be careful. Our institu- 
tions should lay up comfortable reserves now, and our 
people should enable them to do so. 


WE SHOULD STRENGTHEN THE CO-OPERATIVE PROGRAM 
6. We should strengthen the Co-operative Program 
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for the support of all our denominational work. Our 
people do not like special appeals except in cases of dire 
necessity. We are now trying to provide for buildings, 
equipment, and endowment as well as for the current 
support of our causes through the Co-operative Program. 
To do this we must enlist more of our people in the larger 
support of these causes. Indeed we need to double our | 
contributions through the Co-operative Program if we 
are to keep out special appeals. This calls for all-the- 
year-round prayer and effort in all our churches. 


The Co-operative Program plan enables every co- 
operating member to have a part in all our work. He 
makes fifty-two contributions a year to each cause and 
each cause receives fifty-two contributions a year from 
each contributor. What a plan! Let’s promote it 
prayerfully, patiently, persistently. 


Wer SHOULD MAJoR ON CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 


7. Every church should seek to enlist every member 
in the practice of Christian stewardship. Christian 
stewardship is the practice of systematic and propor- 
tionate giving of time, abilities, and material possessions, 
based on the conviction that these are a trust from God 
to be used in his service for the benefit of all mankind. 


Christian stewardship is a glorious doctrine and a 
blessed life. Its practice will redeem life from the com- 
monplace; will save from covetousness, greed, and 
avarice; it will keep one from waste and extravagance; 
it will admit one into a fellowship where men count not 
their lives dear unto themselves if they can but serve 
God and their fellow men. The practice of Christian 
stewardship by Southern Baptists would solve our 
financial problems, and enable our churches and agencies 
to go forward in a great way in promoting the enter- 
prises of the kingdom of God. 


We ought to enrol a million tithers this yeaks Will 
you be one and get another? 


A Million Southern Baptist Tithers for Christ 
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